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                            Concealed Carry Ammo: I would like to find out reader's opinions of what is some of the best ammo for Concealed Carry in a 1911?  I am using a Kimber Custom CDP II for my carry gun and so far it has been able to run most all ammo I've fed it, so jamming and such shouldn't be a problem.



If readers could tell me what ammo they favor for a 1911 carry gun and tell why they like that ammo they use I'd truly appreciate it.  One item I thought I would add is I don't want to carry ammo that has some of provactive name that an attorney could use against a defendant in a shooting incident.  Thanks!
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Thanks to the author John Ross &

LONG LIVE HENRY BOWMAN!!
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                            If thats the case than you can rule out 90% of all sd ammo. I use ranger ts and thats another way of saying talon. This ammo had a bad rap in the 90s as cop killer ammo. It wasnt at all. Personally it doesnt matter what you use as long as you can justify it and prove you feared for your life.
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wilson combat tactical L.E., Browning hi power, Gemini customs GP100, Springfield XDS, mossberg 500
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                            Currently, the most common .45 acp ammo you'll find me carrying these days is Remington 230g Golden Saber.  It is accurate, penetrates well and expansion is reliable from 5 inch guns.
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                            I alternate between Wilsons custom stuff with the Barnes bullet and 230 grain Hydrashocks. The Wilson has real low flash and felt recoil even with a +P loading and the Hydrashock is..well..Hydrashock..a big nasty bullet with a post
 My philosophy is, shoot once..check to see if I'm still worried and then shoot again if need be
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Wilson CQB, Kimber Tactical Pro II , ect. NRA Life Member

There's a gator in the bushes, and it's calling my name...

COTEP #0523
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                            I carry Golden Sabers +P in all my carry guns because they are reliable.  They feed flawlessly and I've never had a failure (or even heard of one).  They are also hot loads and fly fast even out of short barrels.  They are also remarkably inexpensive for SD rounds, allowing for lots of practice.
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                            I've been pretty loyal to the Winchester "Talon" series for as many years as I can remember but I'd have no issues using Federal HST or Speer Golddot Law Enforcement ammo, or pretty much anything else reliable.



On a side note, the Speer LE ammo is the same as the off the shelf stuff sold at your local Gander Mountain or Bass Pro Shop, but the off the shelf stuff is 20 rounds to a box and the LE stuff is 50 rounds to a box for the same price.



Anyway I've personally been using the Winchester Talon series as I stated above, in this order:



1st. Winchester Black Talon's. The original black colored bullet with a nickle plated shell casing.



2nd. Winchester Ranger SXT's which were the same black bullets as the Black Talons but renamed and now with a standard brass casing. Marketed as "Law Enforcement" ammo.



3rd. Winchester Ranger T which is the newer copper colored Black Talon style bullet with the nickle casing. This would be current production ammo, marketed as "Law Enforcement" ammo.



The series has only gotten better with time! :rock:
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                            After trying all sorts of ammo, spending all sorts of money, the past couple of years I've just been carrying my range FMJ ammo, usually Mag Tech or PMC, I shoot what I train with.
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                            Critical Defense by Hornady, is in every carry magazine for all my guns.
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                            I trust Winchester Ranger T-Series 230gr.  Reliable in my Kimber Ultra CDP II.
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                            Ditto!  It also feeds and shoots well in my 5" 1911's too.



I like it so much I bought a 500 round case of the Ranger T series ammo.
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                            that an attorney could use against a defendant



Hardball.


                             

                            
                        

                        

                        
                    

                    
                


                
                

                
    
        
    

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        Grip. Stance. Hold. Sight Alignment. Trigger control, squeeze/press.
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                            my own cast 230gr TC reloads. i value reliability and penetration over expansion.


                             

                            
                        

                        

                        
                    

                    
                


                
                

                
    
        
    

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.

-Benjamin Franklin

                    
                

                
                    
                        

                    

                
            
        
    

        
            
                
            


            
    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                

    
        Save
    


                                Share
                                
                            
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            

                            

                            
                                
                                
 Like
                            
                        
                    

                
            
        

    

        

        
        


        
    

            

        

        
    


                
            

        

        
            

        


    

    
        
        
        
    
    
    

    

    
        
            
                

            
            
    
        
    
    
    

    
        
        

            

            

            
            
                
            

            
                
    



                
                    
                        
    
    
        
			D
 
		

    

    
        
            


DeltaKilo
            
            
        

        
            
                
                    
                
                
                    12272 posts
                
                ·
                
                    Joined 2008
                
            
        

    
    
    
    
        
        

        
            
                
                
                    
                        	
                                Add to quote
                            

Only show this user
                                
                            
                        
                    

                


                
            
        
    



                    
                    

                    

    
        
    

    
        
            #22
        
        ·
        
            Jun 19, 2011
            
        
    

    

    
        
        
            

                

                    

                    
                    
                    

                    

                        

                        
                            

                            Problem is, if you use ball, or ball-similar rounds that do not do a significant amount of tissue damage as they penetrate, they will not be as effective due to the fact that tissue is elastic, and hardball projectiles, and similar profile projectiles, tend to make clean, neat holes that close up on themselves, reducing effective blood loss.



The purpose of expansion is to create a larger diameter face that impacts tissue, tears and damages a larger hole, and due to the flat face, crushes and tears tissue more violently than rounded or truncated cone designs, thus leaving a larger permanent cavity in tissue, increasing the rapidity of blood loss, thus increasing effectiveness. 



Will they work? Sure. But in a gun fight, the faster you end the fight, the less time your ass is on the line. A smart man takes every possible advantage to reduce the time of contact.


                             

                            
                        

                        

                        
                    

                    
                


                
                

                
    
        
    

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        Igitur si vis pacem, para bellum.

http://www.sofrep.com and http://loadoutroom.com -- Check us out on the web!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rwYqGmVvzQ
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                            Winchester White Box 230 grain JHP's.
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                            230 Gr. Federal Hydrashock
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9mm (Glock, Beretta, H&K, STI)

40 S&W (Sig, H&K)

45 ACP (Kimber x 2, H&K x 2)
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                            +1  no need for the second shot. unless there is two of them...


                             

                            
                        

                        

                        
                    

                    
                


                
                

                
    
        
    

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        I don't own guns. This is all pretend.
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                            Absolute reliability and accuracy are the gold standards. Reliability includes feeding, firing, extracting, and ejecting 100% of the time with every magazine to be used with the pistol. Accuracy means point-of-impact at point-of-aim at realistic ranges (25 yards is my standard).



The degree of reliability necessary with 1911-type pistols usually requires ammunition that closely matches the profile of the standard 230-grain FMJ load (overall length, bullet profile, etc).



Most fixed sight pistols are regulated for 230-grain ball ammo at standard velocities. Different bullet weights and velocities will frequently result in changes of point-of-impact as compared to point-of-aim.



After many years of shooting everything from cast lead bullets to jacketed hollow points of varying weights, and playing with powder charges to "improve" performance, I have gone back to the old reliable standard 230-grain ball ammo, with practice ammunition loaded to approximate the same performance.



Federal's EFMJ (expanding full metal jacket) line-up shows some promise, but I haven't gotten around to trying them yet. Having 1000-plus rounds of Federal 230-grain Match ball ammo on hand, it might be awhile before I try anything else.



I carried a M1911A-1 for two tours in Vietnam, using nothing other than GI-issue ammunition. That combination worked every time, no exceptions, and I never found reason to complain about the effectiveness in close combat situations.



Best regards.
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                            EFMJ proved itself to be a poor performer, with failures to function better than ball, and are, as far as I know, discontinued.


                             

                            
                        

                        

                        
                    

                    
                


                
                

                
    
        
    

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        Igitur si vis pacem, para bellum.

http://www.sofrep.com and http://loadoutroom.com -- Check us out on the web!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rwYqGmVvzQ
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                            Speer 230 gr. Gold Dot. The chosen duty load of the agency I retired from. A proven performer in many deadly force encounters and the word back from autopsies tells the tale. Excellant penetration, expansion, weight retention and tissue destruction.



I'm sure there are many choices just as good and perhaps better. This is just one that I have a slight 'connection' to, so feel comfortable with it.



Shoot, I've been shooting .45's so long, I recall when there were NO reliably expanding bullets AT ALL on the market.
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Firearms and CHL Instructor
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                            I'm cheap.  I alternate between Winchester White Box 230 JHP's (value 100 rd pack) and the Remington 100 rd value pack 230 JHP.





I can afford to practice with these as well as carry them.



Unfortunately, I haven't pulled a trigger in longer than I can remember.  Tracy
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2018 SA XDM 10MM 5.25, 1988 Colt Delta Elite, 2001 Colt LTW Comm 45ACP,   2003 Colt Gunsite Nite Sites, 2009 DoubleStarr Ar-15, 2015 Colt LTW Comm 9mm-wife's

1996 Colt Special Combat 45 ACP(Carry version-Blued w/Nite sites-wife's),  1998 SA Comped Longslide 45 Super/45-08 Armco, 1997 SA V-10-wife's        04/98-Lee P1K, 10/15-XL-650
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                            If you're worried about some attorney going after you, don't.  Don't know of any case where that has happened.  Its a lot of anti-gun BS that the opposition keeps pushing in my opinon.



My SD/CC/GP load is as follows:  any case, CCI LP primers, 10 gr. Blue Dot, 230 gr. Hornady FMJ-FP bullet, seated to the recommended OAL in the Horn. manual.  That's a +P load, chronographed at about a 1000 fps.



If I had to choose a factory load, it would be the Remington 230 gr. bonded Golden Saber, mainly because it feeds well in my RIA Tactical.  It is also known to have good barrier penetrating qualities.


                             

                            
                        

                        

                        
                    

                    
                


                
                

                
    
        
    

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        Vietnam Combat Vet - U.S. Navy 1970-1974

NRA Benefactor Life Member



Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice - Barry Goldwater

When Injustice becomes Law, Resistance becomes Duty - Thomas Jefferson
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                            Have you considered doing a search? We've covered this one up down and sideways. 



Courtesy of Doctor Gary Roberts, an expert on terminal ballistics:



.45 ACP:

Barnes XPB 160 & 185 gr JHP (copper bullet)

Federal HST 230 gr JHP (P45HST2)

Federal HST 230 gr +P JHP (P45HST1)

Federal Tactical 230 gr JHP (LE45T1)

Speer Gold Dot 230 gr JHP 

Speer Gold Dot 230 gr +P JHP 

Winchester Ranger-T 230 gr JHP (RA45T)

Winchester Ranger-T 230 gr +P JHP (RA45TP)



Pick any of the above loads. They work. 



Barnes XPB bullets can be found loaded in Stan Chen's ASYM "Solid Defense X", Corbon DPX, Wilson Combat, and Black Hills loads.


                             

                            
                        

                        

                        
                    

                    
                


                
                

                
    
        
    

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        Igitur si vis pacem, para bellum.

http://www.sofrep.com and http://loadoutroom.com -- Check us out on the web!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rwYqGmVvzQ
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                            I buy & use Federal 230 gr HydraShok in the 50 rd boxes marked "Law Enforcement". Not that it matters to me, but it would be hard to argue against using "Cop ammo". This is a well proven load, & very cost effective in the 50 rd box, it's just a little over fifty cents a round, instead of more than a dollar a round. As a matter of fact, I pay about the same for a 50r d box as some 20 rd boxes of some others.
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                            To my knowledge, after doing a fairly exhaustive search, I have yet to find any case where the name of the ammo, or type of ammo, was used against someone in a self-defense situation.


                             

                            
                        

                        

                        
                    

                    
                


                
                

                
    
        
    

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        Igitur si vis pacem, para bellum.

http://www.sofrep.com and http://loadoutroom.com -- Check us out on the web!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rwYqGmVvzQ
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                            When I carry .45ACP it is one of these 230 grain standard pressure loadings; Winchester RA45B ( same as PDX1) or Federal P45HST2.
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http://www.sofrep.com and http://loadoutroom.com -- Check us out on the web!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rwYqGmVvzQ
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                            i use the Winchester PDX1 ammunition because of the testiing it has gone thru and it is also what the FBI uses, this ammo cycles flawlessly in my sig compact


                             

                            
                        

                        

                        
                    

                    
                


                
                

                
    
        
    

    
    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        In a defensive shooting remember it was NOT your action that caused loss of life of the attacker, it was the attackers actions that made you react and stop the threat, death was thier choice.
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I have a custom spur and western decoration business! http://www.facebook.com/pages/JH-Spurs/211804625565944 & http://www.etsy.com/shop/JHSpurs?ref=si_shop
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                            I'm using CorBon DPX 160 in my Kimber Ultra's.
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                            Something about the talons of the ranger and the hst have always given me the warm and fuzzy. I know other rounds will do the trick but if I look at a round and say "dam that looks mean" however irrelevent it is it makes me feel good to carry it. Gold dots would not make me feel less safe but the rangers give me a comfort level to carry. Just my two cents
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wilson combat tactical L.E., Browning hi power, Gemini customs GP100, Springfield XDS, mossberg 500
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