You have reached the cached page for https://www.digitalspy.com/tech/a804288/things-youll-only-remember-if-you-were-addicted-to-myspace/
Below is a snapshot of the Web page as it appeared on 3/6/2024 (the last time our crawler visited it). This is the version of the page that was used for ranking your search results. The page may have changed since we last cached it. To see what might have changed (without the highlights), go to the current page.
Bing is not responsible for the content of this page.













Search

	Latest News
	TV
	Reality TV
	US TV
	Movies
	Soaps
	Showbiz
	Tech
	Features
	All Videos
	Newsletter
	Forums
	Follow
	About Us
	Write For Us
	Cookies Policy


Privacy NoticeTerms Of Use
Skip to Content
	TV
	Movies
	Soaps
	Tech
	News


ForumsNewsletter



Dune 2 box officeCBB's Fern confusionMary & George true storyDisney+ saleHollyoaks identity story


	Tech





	Social Media

	13 things you'll only remember if you were addicted to MySpace, from auto-play profile songs to mirror selfies

13 things you'll only remember if you were addicted to MySpace, from auto-play profile songs to mirror selfies
Admit it, you took ALL the mirror selfies.

By Luke JohnsonPublished: 11 August 2016



MySpace


Facebook might have won out in the end, but it was far from the original social network. 13 years ago, before the days of Facey-B, Snapchat and Instagram, we were a world of MySpace addicts. Looking back, it might seem like we took cringe-inducing baby steps into the world of social media, but who wouldn't go back to days of emo-haired mirror selfies and cryptic, pining love notes mascaraed as song lyrics? Oh, all of us. OK, fair enough.

Looking back though, MySpace wasn't just about embarrassment and teenage angst. It was an exciting introduction to social media, a new means of expressing yourself, and a digital presence in a new, online world. Right, who's for a trip down MySpace memory lane?

1. ORDERING YOUR TOP 8 FRIENDS CAUSED ALL THE DRAMA


MySpace




Sure, you might have had 472 MySpace 'friends', but it was those top eight places that you could pick and proudly display on your profile page that you agonised over. And boy did your choices cause a fuss. "Why is he number 3 while I'm only number 6?!?", "How come I'm not in there?", "Why the f**k did you kick me out of the top eight just because I kissed your sister?" It was eight tiny squares that could make or break relationships, as well as your social standing and that of your mates.

2. FINDING THE PERFECT WALLPAPER TOOK HOURS


OhMySpace




In a world before Twitter themes and glossy Instagram filters, the height of internet design was customising your MySpace page, and A LOT of time and effort went in to curating the perfect profile. Key to this was the wallpaper. It had to offer just the right amount of teenage angst meets music cool. Something that says, 'Yeah, my mum might still buy most of my clothes, but I'm a true rebel beneath that'."

3. HOPING YOUR CRUSH WOULD SPOT YOUR 'WHO I'D LIKE TO MEET' HINTS


giphy




Letting the world know exactly who you were, MySpace offered up many categories that let you show off your individuality. From your heroes to your favourite books and your sexual orientation to future family plans, it was the first proper way to digitally express yourself. The 'Who I'd like to meet' section though was the perfect way to drop some sexual tension filled clues as to who you were crushing on that week. "A special someone," "The person who never notices me," and "You know who you are <3 <3 xxx" were just some of our regular answers - cringe.

4. PERFECTING THE MIRROR SELFIE WITH AN ACTUAL CAMERA
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Related: How to take the perfect selfie

Selfies might have exploded in popularity in recent years, but they certainly weren't invented with the rise of Facebook and Snapchat. The selfie, often with a moody expression and full on emo fringe were a staple of MySpace. Unlike Kim K and her constant, scantily clad selfies, however, these were snaps that predated the age of the smartphone. That's right, these were selfies that required a mirror and were captured with an actual camera - alright, grandma. No mirrors to hand? Don't worry, a few trial and error efforts of holding the camera well above your head worked too.

5. EVERYONE'S MATE, MYSPACE TOM


MySpace




Ah, MySpace Tom, how we've missed you. Everyone's first and most loyal 'friend', the MySpace co-founder was a reassuring face that greeted each and every one of us and helped boost our overall friend count. Sure you guys might have drifted apart over the years, but we're sure Tom still thinks about you just as often as you remember him. What you guys had was something special. Something real. There's no need to worry about what's going on with Tom now all his friends have left him, either. He's now a world-travelling photographer, and this is what MySpace Tom looks like now.

6. YOU AGONISED OVER THE PERFECT AUTO-PLAY PROFILE SONG

 
View full post on Youtube




Times have always found a way for teens to express themselves through musical tastes, and if you were born in the '80s or early '90s, part of that meant finding the perfect song to express your personality. This wasn't just something you shared with mates, either. This was a song that sat proudly on your profile page and would automatically play whenever someone clicked on your profile.

7. YET INSTANTLY PAUSED EVERYONE ELSE'S TRACKS


giphy




Just because you'd picked the perfect profile track didn't mean you could trust anyone else to do the same. That's why you developed pause reactions worthy of the Karate Kid's chopstick-wielding, fly-catching ways. Sure, whoever's profile you were on had probably spent just as long perfecting their track as you, but you just knew it wouldn't be as good as your choice. Despite your petty pausing, it never once crossed your mind that people would be doing the same to you.

8. CONSTANTLY FILLING OUT QUIZZES IN THE HOPE YOUR CRUSH WOULD SEE


giphy




While today Facebook might bombard you with autoplay videos and endless stories where you 'WON'T BELIEVE WHAT HAPPENED NEXT!!', back in the MySpace days, the big thing was sharable quizzes. These came in all shapes and sizes - what your music taste says about you, 22 questions that will tell you who to marry - and were instantly, and integrally, sharable. As well as hoping your crush would see you're actually perfectly compatible (mostly because you copied their answers), there was also a part of you that secretly feared if you didn't answer those 14 questions, you might not live happily ever after.

9. FEELING LIKE YOU'D WON MYSPACE WHEN YOU HAD A PERFECT ALERT LIST







Logging into MySpace as soon as you got home from school or work wasn't exactly the most exciting part of the site. Unless, that is, this was the day, the one you'd been waiting for, the day that you achieved the perfect alert list. A sign of high social standing, this was the MySpace equivalent of a hole in one or perfect 10. If you had a new message, new friend request, comment, event invite and comments on your blog and photos, you'd won, not just MySpace, but life. It was worthy of a screen grab and sharing in itself - no-one could touch you now.

10. LEARNING HTML IN ORDER TO PIMP YOUR PROFILE
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MySpace wasn't just a means of communication and entertainment, it was an educational tool too, sort of. While agonising over the perfect wallpaper could give your profile an instant lift, if you really wanted to pimp your profile, you had to get to grips with coding. With a few basic HTML skills, you could add elements that none of your mates had - who's for a flashing badge or colour-changing image? You'd spend hours mastering the dark arts of HTML, before your mate mentioned this thing called Google that let you copy and paste pre-made elements.

11. UPLOADING YOUR BAND'S MUSIC AND CLASSING IT AS 'MAKING IT'


stepnumber




When people are listening to your music online, you've made it, right? You might as well be the Rolling Stones. Except the only people listening to your self-uploaded MySpace tracks were the other members of your band and the four mutual friends you all share. Sure, you might have hit play/pause/refresh enough times to rack up more than 1,000 plays so it seemed like you were really popular, but let's face it, if anyone found those tracks now you'd be mortified, right?

12. EMBRACING STRANGER DANGER TO BOOST YOUR FRIENDS NUMBERS
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Back in 2003 when MySpace launched, the internet was a more innocent place. Before Happy Slaps and Twitter trolls, we all freely added total strangers purely to boost our friends numbers and look like the most popular person the internet has ever seen. While you'd often look at people who followed the bands you liked and try to add the ones you thought were 'fit', the worse response you could expect wasn't a request to come eat sweets in the back of an unmarked van, but a simple message of, "Erm, sorry, do I know you?" Even if you said no, you'd probably still end up as online mates.

13. MOVING TO FACEBOOK AND INSTANTLY FORGETTING MYSPACE
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There's a reason this is a nostalgia piece on MySpace - everyone buggered off as soon as Facebook came along. As much as you scoffed when your mates first made uttering of a new site better than MySpace, as soon as you'd set up a Facebook profile 'just to see what it's like', Zuckerberg's service quickly went on to dominate your life.
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