You have reached the cached page for https://bibleroads.com/light-discovering-three-distinct-biblical-uses/
Below is a snapshot of the Web page as it appeared on 3/8/2024 (the last time our crawler visited it). This is the version of the page that was used for ranking your search results. The page may have changed since we last cached it. To see what might have changed (without the highlights), go to the current page.
Bing is not responsible for the content of this page.



































































	
		
			Top Menu
	Cart
	Checkout
	My Account
	My Courses
	My Downloads
	Register an Account



	Log In

		

	





	

	Navigation


	

		

Bible Roads
Bible Study with Madelon Maupin


      Click HERE to go to your Membership Portal
		
	

	

	
	Home

	Main Menu
	Welcome
	About
	Contact Us
	About Madelon Maupin
	Testimonials
	Privacy Policy
	SiteMap



	BR+
	Resources
	Bible Reading Plan
	Bible Translations
	Study Bibles
	Bible Dictionaries
	Bible Reference Books
	Group Bible Study
	Other Bible Resources
	Search Blog Categories



	Videos
	Monthly Vlogs
	Israel Clips
	FaceBook Videos



	Blog
	Old Testament
	New Testament
	Miscellaneous



	Support
	Support
	Help Desk
	FAQs



	Shop
	Video Talks
	Audio Talks
		Old Testament Audio Lectures
	New Testament Audio Lectures



	Bible Study Workbooks
	Combos
		CD and Study Workbook
	MP3 and Study Workbook



	Virtual Gift Cards



	$0.00

	

	Return to Content


       
    
	    
    
    	    

            
                                               

	
	Light:  Three Distinct Biblical Uses
	
By Madelon Maupin on June 6, 2016  in Old Testament, Jesus Christ, New Testament, Bible Study  

	
Everyone knows what light means – whether it’s the child convinced it’s all that stands between monsters and his bed, or the person appreciating street lamps after leaving the theater. It just makes life better, easier, happier. In fact, light is defined as the energy source for illumination, the very power that makes sight possible.But what does “Light” in the Bible refer to. 

If our fourth grade science lessons taught us anything, it was that the sun supplies light that provides energy to green plants, which in turn provides for other living things in that first big word learned: photosynthesis.

Think of the Bible as a lesson in a kind of spiritual photosynthesis, as God supplies the light man needs, who in turn reflects that needed light out to humanity.

With over 200 references to light in the Old and New Testaments, it’s quickly evident this is a major metaphor running its golden thread through the Bible. My question, when asked to give a talk (“Let there be Light”) for a recent conference on Biblical Nature Metaphors, was if there is a pattern throughout the Scriptures in how light is used?

I was a bit in awe to discover three distinct blueprints concerning light.

The first you might call the light of God or ‘Genesis light’. It’s the illumination at creation on that first day, when formlessness and emptiness give way to form and fullness.

This ‘Genesis light’ appears again on the fourth day of creation when lights separate day from night, with the sun and moon making their Biblical debut. How the ancient world revolved around light – with every primeval culture welcoming full moons turning their face to earth once a month. What a logical opportunity to worship, celebrate, dance and meet. The Jews even organized their original calendars around the moon’s cycles.

The Psalmist wrote about Genesis light as the very presence of God, all the time making it clear that this light was not God itself, as so many of their neighbors believed.   The Greeks might have revered Helios, god of the sun, or the Romans their Mithras, but the Hebrews understood God was behind the light, but not the material expression itself. “Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord,” Ps. 4:6 declared. And “you are clothed with honor and majesty, wrapped in light as with a garment” (Ps 104:1).

One indication of the seriousness and significance of light appears in Exodus when one of the ten plagues is darkness. That it’s lineup–in the ever more grim manifestations of divine displeasure–is number nine, says much. Only the death of the firstborn child is worse than darkness covering the land. And the Exodus account makes clear such darkness, or absence of light, isn’t just experienced visually, but viscerally. ‘Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven so that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness that can be felt” (Ex. 10:21).

The other two aspects of light (the light of Christ and man’s role as light’s representative) will be discussed in subsequent blogs. You’ll also be able to hear and see the whole program later this summer around July 1, when a streaming video will be released on this and two other talks on Biblical metaphors of nature: “Spiritual Sustainability: A Biblical Perspective”.
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		Although Madelon Maupin's academic background includes both undergraduate and graduate degrees in Biblical Studies, it is probably her 35+ years in business and her strong emphasis on written and verbal communication that give BibleRoads its "punch." Madelon spent 15 years in the newspaper industry, cultivating a commitment to highly focused, content-rich presentation and a strong research background. Over the next 20 years she headed a leadership consulting firm in Los Angeles, where she worked with some of the film industry's top firms and developed a capacity for clear, direct verbal communication. Ever since closing her consulting firm, it has been Madelon's joy to focus full-time on BibleRoads.com, which allows her to combine all of her skills in the talks and workbooks she presents on Biblical topics. Madelon's goal is to help others unlock the Bible in a non-denominational way so that they can discover the Scriptures' spiritual meaning and application to their lives. By delving into the history, politics, geography, customs, and culture of all the Biblical periods and books, she aims to enable readers and listeners to dive deep into these subjects themselves so they can find their own spiritual answer.				
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    June 14, 2016 7:51 pm


    


    
    
    Ah, “spiritual photosynthesis,”  super concept!  Thanks!  

Ginny
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    I’ll be interested to see how you use John 1:4 “In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” Thanks for this!
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    Madelon, I’m so grateful for this blog on light.  Light has been my focus in my study of Christian Science and in art.  Thank you so much, and I look forward to more good and inspiring thoughts that you may share.
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    In the fifties, I was involved in a meeting with one of the early astronauts  and Werner von Braun. Space was described as dark purple, so I questioned why there was no obvious sunlight? He explained that there was no atmosphere for its reflection. Quickly I realized the importance of man’s reflection of Truth, Life and Love so that His light can be seen.  Thanks for your insight.




    
    
    
    
    Reply




    

    
    
    
    View Replies (2)












    
    
    




    
    
    
    Pam


    
    
    
    
    
        
    



    
    

    
    




    
    
    
    
    June 29, 2016 11:23 am


    


    
    
    Going through some old stuff I found this I wrote long ago…

Love is that light in the forest which allows others to see what they did not see before She was their friend. ~pcl 2012




    
    
    
    
    Reply




    

    








    
    
    




    
    
    
    Purna Bahadur Nepali


    
    
    
    
    
        
    



    
    

    
    




    
    
    
    
    March 21, 2021 4:06 am


    


    
    
    Actually I couldn’t get the exact point of Light: Three Distinct Biblical Uses here above. As according to my learning I found three types of light a) The Light which separate days and night (2 big lights)

b) Spiritual light (Jesus Christ Himself a big Spiritual light) John 8:12, John 9: 5 and others

c) Intellectual light (2 Cor 4:6)

But I need more than these three or not? I’m not a Bible scholar. Please Suggest me.
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2024 BIBLE STUDY SERIES 
New Testament Letters Paul Didn't Write!


Have you ever considered the New Testament letters that Paul, the Apostle, did NOT write?  Who wrote them? Who are they addressed to and what issues are they confronting?  Do they have anything in common?  What themes emerge that help us understand Jesus Christ’s teachings even more clearly?  And above all, how do we apply their lessons to our lives today?
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    I am on fire!


    
    Rated 5.0 out of 5
    


 September 8, 2023

    
    Desire is prayer and it has been my desire for a very long time to have an interest in studying the Bible.

It’s happened, at last….and I am on fire!  Spend every spare moment in my study listening to your videos.  Can’t get enough!  I’m going to start reading the book of Esther tomorrow. 

Very grateful to have access to all of your workshops, videos and other resources and for all your hard work and late nights(while I was sleeping!😂)

Thank you, thank you!   

Much love



     Ann Smith
 
    



    Excellent researched information.


    
    Rated 5.0 out of 5
    


 July 21, 2021

    
    Madelon Maupin’s courses are clear and inspiring. I took the series on Community, the Parables, and I have received several of her lessons on books of the Bible. It’s so nice to be able to revisit them and discover something new each time I listen or view. Thank you!



     Elizabeth A Shattuck
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