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If you're looking for a way to discover new music, Pandora is a great music streaming service to explore. Not only can you listen to and create custom stations based on music from your favorite artists and songs for free, you can also use Pandora's premium features to create playlists and listen to your music offline. If you're new to Pandora, you've come to the right place! This wikiHow article will teach you everything you'll need to know to get started with Pandora on your Android, iPhone, iPad, or computer.
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Pandora has several subscription tiers, including a tier that's absolutely free. While you don't need to purchase a subscription to listen to Pandora, subscriptions do have added benefits.
	
Free: This is the ad-supported version of Pandora that lets you create radio-like stations based on your favorite songs, artists, and musical genres. You can improve your stations by giving a thumbs-up to the songs you like, and a thumbs-down to the songs you don't want to hear (which also skips the song).[1]
	X
		Research source
		
				


 You get 6 skips per hour per station, up to 12 total skips per day.[2]
	X
		Research source
		
				


 You can unlock more skips by listening to ads.
	
Pandora Plus: The first paid level of Pandora gets you all of the features of free Pandora with unlimited skips, the ability to listen to your top 3 stations offline, and higher-quality audio.[3]
	X
		Research source
		
				




	
Pandora Premium: The top Pandora tier gives you features similar to services like Spotify and Apple Music, letting you search and play any songs on demand. You can create fully-customizable playlists, have top-quality audio (even better than Pandora Plus), and unlimited offline listening for all stations.
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1

On your phone or tablet. When you install the Pandora app on your mobile device, you can listen to Pandora anywhere you go—even in your car.[4]
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 You can easily install the Pandora app on your iPhone or iPad from the App Store. If you're using an Android, download Pandora from the Google Play Store.
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2

On your computer. If you're using a PC or Mac, there are multiple ways to listen to Pandora:
	Visit https://www.pandora.com in a web browser to listen to Pandora right in your web browser.
	If you'd rather install an app, you can get the Pandora desktop app for Windows and macOS from https://www.pandora.com/desktop.
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3

On your smart TV or streaming device. Many smart TVs, including Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV (and FireTVStick), Roku, and Android TV, support the Pandora app. Just open your TV's app or channel store and search for Pandora.[5]
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4

On your Amazon Echo and other Alexa-enabled devices. If you're using an Alexa device in your home, you can install the Pandora skill to the Alexa app on your iPhone or Android to link your Pandora account. 
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1

Open the Pandora app on your Android, iPhone, or iPad. The first time you open the app, you'll be asked to sign in or create an account. If you haven't already signed up, you can do so now.
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Search for a song, artist, or podcast. Just tap the Search icon at the bottom of the screen and type what you want to listen to. As you type, search results will appear.
	You can also use your voice to search—just tap the microphone icon at the top-left and say what you want to hear.
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Filter the results by what you'd like to listen to. You can use the Artist, Songs, Stations, Podcasts, Playlists, or Albums tab to filter your search to display just the type of content you want.
	For example, if you're searching for Beyonce and want to hear a variety of music that other Beyonce fans would like, tap Stations to see existing Pandora stations featuring Beyonce.
	If you want to create your own station based on Beyonce's songs or if you just want to hear certain Beyonce songs, you'd tap Artists—then you can tap Beyonce to bring up Beyonce's "Backstage" page on Pandora.
	If you searched for a song title, tap the Songs tab to see only individual songs that match what you've searched.
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Listen to a specific song or podcast. If you want to hear a song or podcast right now, tap the Play triangle icon on the song or episode title.
	With a Free membership, you'll need to listen to a quick advertisement before you can dive right in to a specific song or podcast. But with a Pandora Premium or Plus subscription, you'll hear it right away.









	






{"smallUrl":"https:\/\/www.wikihow.com\/images\/thumb\/f\/fa\/Use-Pandora-Step-10-Version-2.jpg\/v4-460px-Use-Pandora-Step-10-Version-2.jpg","bigUrl":"\/images\/thumb\/f\/fa\/Use-Pandora-Step-10-Version-2.jpg\/v4-728px-Use-Pandora-Step-10-Version-2.jpg","smallWidth":460,"smallHeight":345,"bigWidth":728,"bigHeight":546,"licensing":"<div class=\"mw-parser-output\"><p>License: <a target=\"_blank\" rel=\"nofollow noreferrer noopener\" class=\"external text\" href=\"https:\/\/en.wikipedia.org\/wiki\/Fair_use\">Fair Use<\/a> (screenshot)<br>\n<\/p><\/div>"}


5

Create a custom station. If you want to create your own station from a song or artist, start by selecting an artist or song in the search results—this displays the Backstage page for that artist or song.
	To create a station from an artist, tap the icon under "Artist Radio" and the station will begin to play.
	To create a station from a song, tap the song name and select Start Station next to the Play button.
	Pandora will also start playing the station, which includes songs similar to the artist or song you selected.
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Use the Thumbs Up and Thumbs Down icons to influence what you hear. As Pandora plays songs on your station, tap the Thumbs Up icon on the songs you like and want to hear more of, or Thumbs Down on the songs you don't want on that station.[6]
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	When you tap Thumbs Up, Pandora will play similar songs and artists to the current song on the station.
	When you tap Thumbs Down, Pandora will no longer play the song on the station. If you have the Free version and have skips remaining for the day (skips are unlimited for other memberships), Pandora will also skip the song.[7]
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	You can edit your Thumbs votes at any time.
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7

Find and manage your stations on the My Collections tab. You'll see this tab at the bottom of the screen. This displays a list of all your recent stations.
	You can sort your stations alphabetically by tapping the menu at the top-right corner and selecting A-Z.
	To delete a station, swipe left on its name in My Collection and select Delete.
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Shuffle your stations. Once you've created a few stations, it can be fun to shuffle them so you'll hear a wider variety of music. You can shuffle a wider variety of music while you're on the go. Shuffling is easy:
	Tap the My Collection tab.
	Swipe left on Shuffle Stations and tap the pencil icon. If you have Pandora Premium, you'll need to tap Stations first to filter your collection.[8]
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	Select the stations you want to include in your shuffle mix.
	Tap Save (iPhone/iPad) or the back arrow (Android) to go back.
	When you're ready to shuffle, just tap Shuffle Stations on My Collection.
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1

Open the Pandora desktop app or visit https://www.pandora.com in a web browser. If you already have an account, click Log In to sign in now. If not, click Sign Up and create an account now.
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Search for something to listen to. Click the Search bar at the top, then, type the name of a song, artist, album, or podcast you want to check out. When you press Enter or Return, you'll see your search results.
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Click the song or artist. This takes you to the song's "Backstage" page, where you'll see info about the song or artist, as well as the option to start listening.
	In addition to artists and songs in the search results, you'll also see Stations and Playlists. Clicking any of the results marked "Stations" will take you to the song or artist's Pandora station, while clicking a Playlist result opens a playlist containing additional songs.
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Listen to a specific song or podcast. If you want to hear the song or podcast right now, click the Play icon—if you searched for an artist, you can click Play on any of the songs on the Backstage page.
	If you have a Free membership, you'll need to watch a quick advertisement before you can dive right in to a specific song. But with a Pandora Premium or Plus subscription, you'll hear the song right away.
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Create a custom station. If you want to create your own station from a song or artist, just click the Start Station icon just below the song or artist's image. This creates a station for this song and adds it to your collection.[9]
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	If you click Start Station on a song's Backstage page, you'll have the option to Start Station from Artist or Start Station from Song.
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Use the Thumbs Up and Thumbs Down icons to influence what you hear. As Pandora plays songs on your station, click the Thumbs Up icon on the songs you like and want to hear more of, or Thumbs Down on the songs you don't want on that station.
	When you click Thumbs Up, Pandora will play similar songs and artists to the current song on the station.
	When you click Thumbs Down, Pandora will no longer play the song on the station.
	You can edit your Thumbs votes at any time.
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Create another new station from a song or artist. While you're listening to a station, you might hear a song or artist that inspires you to create a whole new station. While the song is playing, just click the three dots on the image and select Start Station from Song or Start from Artist.
	If you specify an artist, the first song in the playlist will be from that artist. After this, the songs will be from similar artists with the original artist sprinkled in.
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Find and manage your stations on the My Collection tab. You'll see this tab at the top of the Pandora player.
	Once you're on My Collection, you'll see your recently-played artists and stations at the top, and the "Collected" area at the bottom.
	The "Collected" area contains all the stations, podcasts, and episodes you've added to your collection. This makes it easy to find and listen to your favorite stations at any time.
	To delete a station, just hover your cursor over the station name and select Remove from collection.
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Shuffle your stations. Once you've created a few stations, it can be fun to shuffle them so you'll hear a wider variety of music. You can shuffle a wider variety of music while you're on the go. Shuffling is easy:
	Click the My Collection tab.
	Click Stations under "Collected."
	Click Shuffle Stations at the top-right corner of your stations. This turns on shuffling instantly.
	Click the pencil icon next to "Shuffle Stations On."
	Choose which stations to shuffle and click Play.
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Stream with Chromecast. Want to listen to Pandora on your smart TV, on Sonos speakers, or on another device that supports Chromecast? You can easily cast Pandora to these devices from your Android, iPhone, iPad, or computer using the built-in casting tool.[10]
	X
		Research source
		
				


 You can also connect to any Sonos device and use Alexa or Sonos Voice Control to play and interact with music.[11]
	X
		Research source
		
				



	First, make sure your Chromecast device or Sonos is connected to the same Wi-Fi network as your computer, phone, or tablet.
	If you're using the mobile app, just tap the casting icon (the square with several small waves at the bottom-left corner) on the Now Playing screen, then select the device you want to stream to.
	On a computer, you'll need to use Pandora in the Google Chrome web browser. One you're listening to a song, click the three dots at the top-right corner of Chrome, select Cast, and choose your device.
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Stream with AirPlay. If you're using an iPhone, iPad, or Mac to listen, you can use AirPlay to stream Pandora to any AirPlay enabled device, including your Apple TV or Roku.
	First, make sure your AirPlay is connected to the same Wi-Fi network as your computer, phone, or tablet.
	On your iPhone or iPad, go to the Now Playing screen and tap the AirPlay icon, which is a square with a triangle at the bottom. Then, select your AirPlay device.
	On a Mac, launch the Pandora app or open Pandora in your browser. Once you start playing a song or station, click the Control Center icon in the menu bar (the two sliders) at the top-right, click AirPlay under "Sound," then select your AirPlay speaker.
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Go to My Collection in Pandora.  If you want to make your station a bit less focused on a particular song or change your Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down preference on a song, it's easy to do from My Collection on a computer, phone, or tablet.
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Click or tap the station you want to edit. This takes you to the station's Backstage page if you're using a computer or have Pandora Premium on an Android, iPhone, or iPad.
	If you have Pandora Plus or the free Pandora on a mobile device, you'll need to take one more step to get to the Backstage page—tap the small "i" in a circle at the top-right corner to get there.[12]
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		Research source
		
				













	






{"smallUrl":"https:\/\/www.wikihow.com\/images\/thumb\/9\/95\/Use-Pandora-Step-27-Version-2.jpg\/v4-460px-Use-Pandora-Step-27-Version-2.jpg","bigUrl":"\/images\/thumb\/9\/95\/Use-Pandora-Step-27-Version-2.jpg\/v4-728px-Use-Pandora-Step-27-Version-2.jpg","smallWidth":460,"smallHeight":345,"bigWidth":728,"bigHeight":546,"licensing":"<div class=\"mw-parser-output\"><p>License: <a target=\"_blank\" rel=\"nofollow noreferrer noopener\" class=\"external text\" href=\"https:\/\/en.wikipedia.org\/wiki\/Fair_use\">Fair Use<\/a> (screenshot)<br>\n<\/p><\/div>"}


3

Tap Edit (phone or tablet only). If you're using a computer, you can skip this step. On an Android, iPhone, or iPad, you'll see this pencil icon near the top of the Backstage page for the station.
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Edit your Thumbs Up or Down. At the bottom of the page for the Station, you'll see a list of all songs you've liked or disliked. To undo a Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down, tap the red-and-white minus sign (phone/tablet) or click the three dots and select Delete.
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Add variety to the station. From this editing screen, you can also add more artists and songs to your station to expand its variety. Here's how to add one or more songs or artists:
	On a phone or tablet, tap Add Variety, type a song or artist you'd like to add. Tap the matching result to add it, and continue adding variety until you're satisfied.
	On a computer, type a song or artist into the "Find an artist or song to add to this station" field, then click a matching artist or song to select it.
	You can always remove an artist or song later by returning to this screen and tapping the red-and-white minus sign (phone/tablet) or clicking the three dots and selecting Delete.
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Tune your stations with Pandora modes. When you're listening to a station, you can choose different modes that change the variety of music you'll hear. On the Now Playing screen on a phone or tablet, tap My Station at the top to bring up the listening modes. On a computer, the listening modes appear under "Tune Your Station." Here's how they work:
	
My Station is the default mode, which plays music based on what you've added to your station. When you interact with songs by clicking Thumbs Up (to like a song) or Thumbs Down (to dislike and skip a song), your station updates accordingly.
	
Crowd Faves plays music influenced by your station preferences but focuses on the songs that get the most Thumbs Up from other users.
	
Discovery is great when you want to hear music you haven't heard before, including artists and songs that wouldn’t normally play on this station.[13]
	X
		Research source
		
				




	
Deep Cuts is like the hipper version of your station, focusing on lesser-known artists and songs in the same vein as what normally plays on the station.
	
Newly Released sticks to the newest songs and artists inspired by your station.
	
Artist only is a great choice when your station is focused on a single artist—you'll only hear tracks from the artists you've added to the station.
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Go to My Collection in the Pandora app or on Pandora.com. If you have a Pandora Premium subscription, you can create and customize playlists that you can listen to in any order.[14]
	X
		Research source
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Click or tap Playlists. This filters your collection to show only playlists, as well as the option to create a new one.
	You'll only see this option as a Premium subscriber.
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Select New Playlist (phone/tablet) or Create Playlist (computer). This creates a brand new empty playlist.
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Give your playlist a name. If you want the playlist to be easy for other Pandora users to find, make sure to choose a descriptive name that reflects the type of content you'll be adding.
	On a phone or tablet, tap Next to continue.
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Add songs to your playlist. Use the search field to search for a song to add, then tap to select it. Continue searching for and adding songs until you've perfected your playlist.
	You can also add songs to a playlist while listening elsewhere in Pandora, including on stations—just click or tap the three dots below the album art on the Now Playing screen, choose Add to Playlist, and then select your playlist's name.
	If you're having trouble deciding, tap or click Add Similar Songs to have Pandora automatically add similar songs to the playlist.









	






{"smallUrl":"https:\/\/www.wikihow.com\/images\/thumb\/2\/23\/Use-Pandora-Step-36.jpg\/v4-460px-Use-Pandora-Step-36.jpg","bigUrl":"\/images\/thumb\/2\/23\/Use-Pandora-Step-36.jpg\/v4-728px-Use-Pandora-Step-36.jpg","smallWidth":460,"smallHeight":345,"bigWidth":728,"bigHeight":546,"licensing":"<div class=\"mw-parser-output\"><p>License: <a target=\"_blank\" rel=\"nofollow noreferrer noopener\" class=\"external text\" href=\"https:\/\/en.wikipedia.org\/wiki\/Fair_use\">Fair Use<\/a> (screenshot)<br>\n<\/p><\/div>"}


6

Rearrange the songs. To move a song up or down the playlist, click and drag the list icon on the song, then drag up or down to the desired position.
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Tap Done (mobile) to save. If you're using the mobile app, this saves your new playlist. On a computer, your playlist saves automatically.











Advertisement















Section 9 of 9:

Listening Offline




	
	
	Download Article
	




	






{"smallUrl":"https:\/\/www.wikihow.com\/images\/thumb\/4\/42\/Use-Pandora-Step-38.jpg\/v4-460px-Use-Pandora-Step-38.jpg","bigUrl":"\/images\/thumb\/4\/42\/Use-Pandora-Step-38.jpg\/v4-728px-Use-Pandora-Step-38.jpg","smallWidth":460,"smallHeight":345,"bigWidth":728,"bigHeight":546,"licensing":"<div class=\"mw-parser-output\"><p>License: <a target=\"_blank\" rel=\"nofollow noreferrer noopener\" class=\"external text\" href=\"https:\/\/en.wikipedia.org\/wiki\/Fair_use\">Fair Use<\/a> (screenshot)<br>\n<\/p><\/div>"}


1

Open the Pandora app on your Android, iPhone, or iPad. If you have a Pandora Premium or Plus subscription, you can listen to stations offline when you're using the mobile app.
	Premium subscribers can choose individual stations, playlists, albums, and songs to download for offline listening.[15]
	X
		Research source
		
				




	Plus subscribers can still listen offline, but not choose which stations will be available. Pandora will automatically download your top 3 stations for offline listening.
	It's not yet possible to download podcasts for offline listening. Fortunately, your phone usually has a built-in podcasting app like Apple Podcasts (iPhone/iPad) or Google Podcasts (Android) that lets you download podcast episodes for free.
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Tap My Collection. You'll see this at the bottom of the screen.
	If Pandora opens to the Now Playing screen, tap the down arrow to minimize it first.
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Find the music you want to download. You can filter your collection by tapping the menu and selecting Stations, Playlists, or another category.
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Tap the download icon next to the content you want to download. This downloads the selected song(s) to your Android, iPhone, or iPad.
	Once you download music for offline listening, it will be available in the Pandora app even when you're not connected to the internet.
	Some tracks may not be available for download.
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Run out of skips? Try making a new station. Don't want to switch the music you're listening to? Make a station based on some other piece of information relating to your music. For instance, if you run out of skips on an artist station, make a new station from a track by that artist.
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			Not Helpful
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If you want to hear a certain song a second time, tap the replay icon—it's the curved arrow right next to the Thumbs Down. If you're using the free version of Pandora, you'll have to watch an ad first.
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			Not Helpful
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The Thumbs Up & Thumbs Down suggestions only apply to the current station. If you give a song a Thumbs Down on one station, it may re-appear on a different one.




	Thanks
	
		
			Helpful
			1
		
		
			Not Helpful
			0
		
	









	



	
		Submit a Tip
		All tip submissions are carefully reviewed before being published

	


	
		
		Submit

		

	


	
		Thanks for submitting a tip for review!
	
















Advertisement
































You Might Also Like





How to Delete Spotify Listening History on Mobile & Desktop




Should You Use YouTube Music or Spotify? 7 Areas Compared







How to
Make a Playlist




How to Create an Amazing Music Playlist




How to
Download Music Safely




How to
Download Soundcloud Playlists




How to
Remove Ads from Pandora




How to Make an Instafest Lineup With Spotify & Apple Music












Advertisement









References



	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/000001089

	
↑ https://www.xfinity.com/support/articles/x1-errorcode-pandora-skip-limit

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/Skips-1519949305278

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/000002473?language=en_US

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/Pandora-on-Roku-1519949303064?language=en_US

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/Thumbs-1519949305945?language=en_US

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/Skips-1519949305278

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/How-to-use-Pandora-on-iOS

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/How-to-use-our-Website-1519949297970






More References (6)


	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/Pandora-on-Chromecast-1519949301627

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/Pandora-on-Sonos-1519949303087

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/How-to-Use-on-an-Android-Device?language=en_US

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/Pandora-Modes

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/Playlists-on-Premium-1519949304429?language=en_US

	
↑ https://help.pandora.com/s/article/Offline-Mode-and-Downloads







	
		
			About This Article

		

	


	
		
		
				
				
					

				
					

				
				
				
				
					
						
							
								Written by:
							

							Nicole Levine, MFA

							wikiHow Technology Writer

						

					

				
				

			
			This article was co-authored by wikiHow staff writer, Nicole Levine, MFA. Nicole Levine is a Technology Writer and Editor for wikiHow. She has more than 20 years of experience creating technical documentation and leading support teams at major web hosting and software companies. Nicole also holds an MFA in Creative Writing from Portland State University and teaches composition, fiction-writing, and zine-making at various institutions.  This article has been viewed 57,035 times.
			




				
				
				
					
						
							
								

							

							
								

							

							
								

							

							
								

							

							
								

							

						

					
				
					
						

						6 votes - 83%

						

					

				
				
				

				
				
					
						Co-authors:  29
					

					
						Updated: June 25, 2023
					

					
						Views: 57,035
					

				



				
					Categories: Streaming Music Services
				


			

		


	


Article SummaryX1. Open Pandora.
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5. Click the thumbs-up to hear more songs like the current.
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7. Click the ″Next″ icon to skip a song.
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