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			Frequently Asked Questions
		

	
	
	
		
			
			
				What is an example of a ballad?

				
					There are many examples of ballads throughout the ages. One popular one is "Annabel Lee" by Edgar Allen Poe. Another popular one is "Strange Fits of Passion Have I Known" by William Wordsworth.


				

			

			
		
			
			
				What classifies a song as a ballad?

				
					In music, most people refer to a ballad as a song that is emotional in nature and is set to a slow beat. It often features strong vocals.


				

			

			
		
			
			
				What makes a poem a ballad?

				
					A ballad is a poem with a musical rhythm. It is often written in quatrains or lines of four, and it often tells a story.
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				What is a Ballad?

			

			
			
			 
			     
			     
					  
				
					  
						  
							  A ballad is a poem with a musical quality. A ballad is narrative in nature; this means that it tells a story.
The earliest ballads were not primarily meant for reading but for recitation. They were performed by traveling minstrels often for the entertainment of the wealthy. The word, ''ballad'' comes from the Latin word for ''dance'', and it is likely that many of these ballads were danced to.

							  Eventually the broadside became popular. A broadside was a piece of paper that had a ballad printed on one side. These were able to be cheaply produced after the advent of the printing press. Since the melody was not included on the paper, the sellers would either teach the buyers the melody or the purchasers would already know it. Alternatively, they could make up their own tune. Often writers of these broadside ballads were from the lower classes. As such, these poems were not seen as prestigious. They were often concerned with the common man and sometimes could be compared to the tabloids of today.
While ballads had already been popular for centuries, they grew even more in popularity during the time of the Romantics in the late 18th century. Many of the poets of the day would write ballads.
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				Ballads in Poetry

			

			
			
			 
			     
					  
					  
					  
					  
					  
					  
						  
							 	A ballad is rhythmic in nature, they are generally narrative in nature and follows a particular ballad structure.
Most ballads have an ABAB rhyme scheme or an ABCB rhyme scheme. In an ABAB rhyme scheme, lines 1 and 3 rhyme, and lines 2 and 4 rhyme. In an ABCB rhyme scheme, only lines 2 and 4 rhyme.
A stanza is a group of lines set apart. Both the above rhyme schemes are quatrains which are stanzas of four lines. Most ballads are composed of numerous quatrains.
To ensure the musical quality, most ballads are written in iambic pentameter. This refers to the pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables. In order to understand iambic pentameter, a few definitions need to be given.
	Foot: A foot in poetry is generally made up of two or three syllables.
	Iamb: An iamb is a specific type of foot consisting of two syllables.
	Pentameter: a line with five feet. Since each iambic foot contains two syllables, a pentameter has 10 syllables.

In short, iambic pentameter is a type of verse with 10 syllables alternating between an unstressed and a stressed syllable.

							  One of the most well known ballad poems in the English language is ''The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.'' This is a 1797 poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. This is a seven part poem with many quatrains in each part. The first couple of quatrains help exemplify the ballad style.


''The ship was cheered, the harbour cleared,
Merrily did we drop
Below the kirk, below the hill,
Below the lighthouse top.


The Sun came up upon the left,
Out of the sea came he!
And he shone bright, and on the right
Went down into the sea.''


This poem has an ABCB rhyme scheme. The rhyming lines in stanza one are ''drop'' and ''top,'' and the rhymes in stanza two are ''he'' and ''sea.'' The poem tells a story, and these first two lines set up the story as line one introduces a ship, and the second stanza shows the beginning of the ship’s journey.
The poem is written in quatrains or lines of four. The lines are iambs which alternate stressed and unstressed syllables, but it is not written in pentameter as there are fewer than five metric feet in each line.
Other famous ballads include the following:
	''Annabel Lee'' by Edgar Allen Poe
	''Strange Fits of Passion Have I Known'' by William Wordsworth
	''The Hunting of the Snark'' by Lewis Carroll
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				Ballads in Music

			

			
			
			 
			     
					  
					  
					  
					  
					  
					  
						  
							 	Ballads are often put to music because of their musical quality. A ballad in music is sometimes narrative in structure. Many people refer to songs that are romantic and emotional in nature and are set to a slow beat as ballads. Ballads are seen across many different genres.
One example of a musical ballad is ''The Ballad of Jesse James'': This early example of a ballad is well known because it has been recorded by multiple people.

							  One popular type of ballad in music is the power ballad. This refers to an emotionally powerful rock song. It usually has strong vocals and is romantic in nature.
Famous examples of power ballads include the following:
	''I’d Do Anything for Love (But I Won’t Do That)'' by Meatloaf
	''Always'' by Bon Jovi
	''Everything I Do (I Do It for You)'' by Bryan Adams

All of these are in the canon on power ballads because they contain strong lead vocals. They are also romantic in nature.
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				Popularity of Ballads Throughout History

			

			
			
			 
			     
					  
					  
					  
					  
					  
					  
						  
						  The ballad has been a popular poetic and musical form through the centuries. In the earliest days of the form, minstrels would travel around and perform the ballads. Eventually as printing became popular, people could read the ballads in addition to having them read to them. The form’s popularity waxes and wanes depending upon the overall mood of the culture at large, but as discussed above, it was particularly popular during the Romantic era.
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				Lesson Summary

			

			
			
			 
			     
			     
					  
				
					  
						  
						  A ballad is a poem with a musical quality. It is sometimes set to music. A ballad is narrative in nature; this means that it tells a story. Most ballads are written in an ABAB rhyme scheme which means that lines one and three rhyme, and lines two and four rhyme. It is often written in iambic verse which means that every other syllable is stressed. Most ballads are written in quatrains or lines of four.
Ballads have been popular for centuries. Originally they were recited out loud, but with the advent of cheap printing, they started to be distributed in broadsheets. The style was particularly popular during the Romantic period.
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															Definition
A ballad is a type of poem that is sometimes set to music. Ballads have a long history and are found in many cultures. The ballad actually began as a folk song and continues today in popular music. Many love songs today can be considered ballads. 
A typical ballad consists of stanzas that contain a quatrain, or four poetic lines. The meter or rhythm of each line is usually iambic, which means it has one unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable. In ballads, there are usually eight or six syllables in a line. Like any poem, some ballads follow this form and some don't, but almost all ballads are narrative, which means they tell a story. 
Because the ballad was originally set to music, some ballads have a refrain, or a repeated chorus, just like a song does. Similarly, the rhyme scheme is often ABAB because of the musical quality of this rhyme pattern. 
While ballads have always been popular, it was during the Romantic movement of poetry in the late 18th century that the ballad had a resurgence and became a popular form. Many famous romantic poets, like William Wordsworth, wrote in the ballad form. 

															Coleridge
One famous ballad is The Rime of the Ancient Mariner by English poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge. It was written in 1797 and is the story of a sailor who has returned from a long voyage. Let's look at a couple of the poem's stanzas, or groups of lines, and discuss why this poem is a ballad. 
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner begins with the sailor telling his story to a stranger, called the Wedding-Guest, who is on his way to a wedding. The sailor says: 
The ship was cheered, the harbour cleared,
Merrily did we drop
Below the kirk, below the hill,
Below the lighthouse top. 
The Sun came up upon the left,
Out of the sea came he!
And he shone bright, and on the right
Went down into the sea. 
In the first stanza, the sailor talks about how the ship set off and began its journey. In the second stanza, it continues the journey as the sun sets and rises. 
Here, the sailor is telling us a story about what happened at sea, so this is a narrative. The poem is also arranged in quatrains, which are four-line stanzas. And can you hear the song-like quality in these lines? 

													

												

												Wordsworth
Strange fits of passion have I known is a ballad written by English poet William Wordsworth. It was written in 1798 and is a story about a young man going to meet his lover. Let's look at a few stanzas of it and discuss why it is a ballad. 
Strange fits of passion have I known:
And I will dare to tell,
But in the lover's ear alone,
What once to me befell. 
When she I loved looked every day
Fresh as a rose in June,
I to her cottage bent my way,
Beneath an evening-moon. 
Upon the moon I fixed my eye,
All over the wide lea;
With quickening pace my horse drew nigh
Those paths so dear to me. 
In the first stanza, the speaker tells us that he is going to tell us a story about what happened. In the next stanza, he says that he is going to meet a woman who 'looked every day//Fresh as a rose in June.' In the third stanza, he says that, as he walked, he got excited and began to hurry to her house. 
So why is this a ballad? First, like The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, Strange fits of passion have I known is arranged in quatrains of four lines. It also has the rhyme scheme of ABAB. Finally, it tells a story, which means it is a narrative. 
Lesson Summary
The ballad is a poem that is typically arranged in quatrains with the rhyme scheme often ABAB. Ballads are usually narrative, which means they tell a story. Ballads began as folk songs and continue to be used today in modern music. 
Ballad Terms & Definitions

	



	Ballad 	a type of poem that is often set to music
	Quatrains 	four poetic lines with a rhyme scheme of ABAB
	Meter 	in ballads the meter is normally iambic (unstressed/stressed syllables)
	Narrative 	tells a story
	Refrain 	repeated chorus

Learning Outcomes
When this lesson is over, you should then be able to accomplish the following: 
	Define 'ballad' 
	Explain the characteristics of a ballad 
	Give examples of ballads from the Romantic movement
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