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						Dutch
	Nederlands
	Pronunciation	[ˈneːdərlɑnts]  ( listen)
	Native to	Netherlands and Flanders
	Region	Netherlands, Belgium, and Suriname;
also in Aruba, Curaçao, Sint Maarten, French Flanders
	Ethnicity	
	Dutch people
	Flemish people




	Native speakers
	22 million (2016)[1]
Total (L1 plus L2 speakers): 28 million (2018)[2]
	Language family
	Indo-European
	
Germanic	West Germanic	Low Franconian (Frankish)	Dutch









	Early forms
	Old Dutch
	Middle Dutch






	Writing system
	

	Latin (Dutch alphabet)
	Dutch Braille




	Signed forms
	Signed Dutch (NmG)
	Official status
	Official language in
	

	 Aruba
	 Belgium
	 Curaçao
	 Netherlands
	 Sint Maarten
	 Suriname








	 Benelux
	 European Union
	 South American Union
	 Caricom




	Regulated by	Nederlandse Taalunie
(Dutch Language Union)
	Language codes
	ISO 639-1	nl
	ISO 639-2	dut (B) 
nld (T)
	ISO 639-3	nld  Dutch/Flemish
	Glottolog	mode1257
	Linguasphere	52-ACB-a
	Dutch-speaking world (included are areas of daughter-language Afrikaans)

	Distribution of the Dutch language and its dialects in Western Europe

	This article contains IPA phonetic symbols. Without proper rendering support, you may see question marks, boxes, or other symbols instead of Unicode characters. For an introductory guide on IPA symbols, see Help:IPA.


Dutch (Dutch: Nederlands) is a West Germanic language. It comes from the Netherlands and is the country's official language.[3] It is also spoken in the northern half of Belgium (the region called Flanders), and in the South American country of Suriname. A language known as Afrikaans was developed from Dutch by the people in southern Africa and is now spoken mainly in South Africa but also in nearby Namibia. About 22 million people around the world speak Dutch.[4]








History[change | change source]

Dutch is a West Germanic language[5] The West Germanic branch is divided into English, Frisian, German and Dutch.[5] Dutch has a similar vocabulary and grammar to English but is closer to German.

The North Germanic languages of Danish, Norwegian, Swedish and Icelandic are also part of the Germanic language branch.[5] Dutch is also in some cases like those languages.

The Dutch of before 1170 is called Old Dutch (Oudnederlands). The Dutch between 1170 and 1500 is called Middle Dutch (Middelnederlands), which is also called Diets and so that is why it is called Dutch in English. The word "Dutch" itself came from the Proto-Germanic word theodiscus, which means "language of the common people" and then was also used to refer to the Germans and their language. Over time, the Modern English usage now refers to that the Netherlands, not the Germans. The Dutch word for German, Duits, comes from the same origin.

The oldest Dutch book known is Wachtendonckse Psalmen, which was written in 900. The first Dutch writer known by name is Hendrik van Veldeke, who was born around 1150.


Letters[change | change source]

Dutch uses the letters of the same Roman alphabet as English.


Vowels[change | change source]

	Short	Long

	a – like the a in art.	aa – somewhat like the "a" in far

	e – like in pet	ee – like the "a" in space

	o – like in organic	oo – like in no

	u – somewhat like the "e" in the	uu – like the "ü" in the German word für

	i – like in lip	i.e. – like in piece



Note: The e can also be a schwa (like in the)

Note: The short vowels (a, e, i, o, u) are pronounced long in open syllables (explaned further down below).


	oe – like the "ou" in you
	eu – like the French "eu" in fleur
	ui – typical Dutch sound, but almost identical to the French word oeuil (= eye)
	ou/au – like in sound
	ij/ei – typical Dutch sound, the same as "ej" in Esperanto (not in Polish) In Amsterdam, the sound instead is "i" in ice.
	aai – like the "i" in ice
	eeuw – typical Dutch sound
	ieuw – somewhat like "iew" in view


Open and closed syllables[change | change source]

Vowels are said differently on the if the syllable is open or closed. If a syllable is open, short written vowels are said as long ones. However, short written vowels are said short if the syllable is closed.:


	The word praten has two syllables: pra|ten. Because pra is open, the a is pronounced like aa.
	The word plat had only one syllables and so the a is short (just a).


There is, however, an exception to this rule. This is the "e". This is because "e" can also be a "mute e" (Schwa) (IPA character ə). In most words, where an open syllable ends with e it is a short e. Therefore, open syllables with a long e (ee) are written as ee. Example:


	The word "me" contains an e and is not pronounced as "mee". (Mee has a totally different meaning).


There are, however, exceptions to this rule as well. This can be seen in the word meenemen. This word can be divided into three syllables: mee|ne|men. The e's in the first two syllables are long ones, but the last one is a mute e.

The mute e also occurs in the ending of verbs (usually -en).


Consonants[change | change source]

	b
	c
	d
	f
	g/ch – not pronounced as the English G; the Dutch G is pronounced in the back of the throat with a "scratching" sound. In the south of the Netherlands, the G is spoken differently (so called soft G) than in the north (hard G).
	h
	j – like "y" in you
	k
	l
	m
	n
	p
	q – only used rarely; spoken as k
	r – not like English; the Dutch R is a more rolling R
	s
	t
	v
	w
	x – only used rarely, mostly in foreign words, pronounced as ks
	z


Note: In words that end with "-d", the "-d" is pronounced like "-t".


Grammar[change | change source]

Spoken Dutch
Eva speaking Dutch
The grammar of Dutch is slightly more complex than that of English. Word order in sentences is different in complex sentences. The basic simple sentence-structure is subject-verb.


Verbs[change | change source]

Dutch has few grammatical tenses. These are most used:


	onvoltooide tegenwoordige tijd (present simple)
	onvoltooide verleden tijd (past simple)
	voltooide tegenwoordige tijd (present perfect)
	voltooide verleden tijd (past perfect)


Onvoltooid tegenwoordige tijd[change | change source]

The most simple verb-time is the onvoltooide tegenwoordige tijd (ott; present simple). The ott is used when something happens now, or regularly (like Hij eet regelmatig (He eats regularly)). Most verbs are conjugated (changed) in a regular form (these verbs are called regelmatige werkwoorden (regular verbs)). The word stem of the verb is still there in all of the conjugations (verb changes). The correct way of doing so is


	Person	Verb conjugation	Example with "lopen" (to walk)

	Ik (I)	Stem	Ik loop

	Jij (you)	Stem+t	Jij loopt

	Hij/Zij (he/she)	Stem+t	Hij loopt

	Wij (we)	stem+en* (infinitive)	Wij lopen

	Zij (they)	stem+en*	Zij lopen

	Jullie (you, plural)	stem+en*	Jullie lopen

	U (you, polite)	stem+t'	U loopt



Note: The stem of a verb is the infinitive of the verb without the -en. In some verbs, the first syllable is open and so any vowel is long. The stem changes to a written long vowel so the stem of lopen becomes loop. If the -en is then added to the stem (like with wij), the written form becomes short again, but it is still said as a long vowel).


Onvoltooid verleden tijd[change | change source]

The past form of the ott is the onvoltooid verleden tijd (ovt; past simple). How verbs are conjugated (changed) in the ovt is not easy to understand. Mistakes are common because some verbs are add a D, but others add a T. The "'t kofschip" rule is that the verb without -en (the stem in most verbs) ends with a consonant, which is also in "'t kofschip", the verb is changed with a T:


	The verb praten (to talk) is changed with a T because prat ends with a T.


The verb can now be changed as the following:


	Person	Verb conjugation (with T)	Result with praten

	Ik	stem+te	Ik praatte

	Jij	stem+te	Jij praatte

	Hij/Zij	stem+te	Hij praatte

	Wij	stem+ten	Wij praatten

	Zij (they)	stem+ten	Zij praatten

	Jullie	stem+ten	Jullie praatten

	U	stem+te	U praatte



There are some words for which "'t kofschip" is not so easy. In vrezen (to fear), the stem of the verb is vrez, but the singular form is vrees and it looks as if it is changed with a T. However, it changes to a D because vrezen without -en is vrez. The Z is not in "'t kofschip" and so the verb is changed to a D.

The verb can now be changed as follows:


	Person	Verb conjugation (with D)	Result with Vrezen

	Ik	stem+de	Ik vreesde

	Jij	stem+de	Jij vreesde

	Hij/Zij	stem+de	Hij vreesde

	Wij	stem+den	Wij vreesden

	Zij (they)	stem+den	Zij vreesden

	Jullie	stem+den	Jullie vreesden

	U	stem+de	U vreesde



Continuating verbs[change | change source]

Although Dutch has present continuous (the -ing form of verbs in English), it is not used often:


	The senctence "I am eating", is in Dutch "Ik eet", which is literally "I eat".
	The present continuous in Dutch is "Ik ben etende", but it is almost never used.


Actually, there are three types of continuous verbs in Dutch.


	The first type is a form of the verb zijn (to be) with the actual continuous verb. That is done by adding de on the infinitive. It is rare but correct to use it in Dutch, and it is used only in very formal texts.
	The second type is a type in and which the verb actually functions as an adverb. Depending on the subject, the verb is changed by adding either a "d" or "de" to the infinitive. The verb then has the function of while..... An example: Hij liep drinkend de supermarkt uit. English uses He walked out of the supermarket while drinking .
	The third type is a type that is often used. Its use can be compared with the English type of continuous. Something is being done at the moment but is not completed. The form of zijn + aan het comes before the infinitive: Ik ben aan het lopen, which means I am walking (at the moment).


Examples[change | change source]

Spoken Dutch

  hallo  (hello)

  Ik heet ...  (my name is...)

  Ik hou van je  (I love you)

  ja  (yes)

  nee  (no)


Numbers[change | change source]


  een  (one)

  twee  (two)

  drie  (three)

  vier  (four)

  vijf  (five)

  zes  (six)

  zeven  (seven)

  acht  (eight)

  negen  (nine)

  tien  (ten)

  elf  (eleven)

  twaalf  (twelve)

In number with three digits (e.g. 100), the Dutch change the u into o and replace 1 of the r's. Example:


	The number 100 becomes: honderd, which literally means hundred.


Basic Dutch expressions[change | change source]

	Dutch	English

	Hallo	Hello

	Hoi	Hi

	Dag	Bye (formal)

	Doei!	Bye! (informal)

	Tot later!	See you later!

	Goedemorgen/Goedemiddag	Good morning/Good afternoon

	Goedenavond/Goedenacht	Good evening/Good night

	Hoe gaat het met je?	How are you? (informal)

	Hoe gaat het met u?	How are you? (formal)

	Met mij gaat het goed!	I am fine!

	Dank je/Dank u	Thank you (informal/formal)

	Graag gedaan	You are welcome

	Spreekt u Engels?	Do you speak English?

	Spreekt u Nederlands?	Do you speak Dutch?

	Ik begrijp het niet	I do not understand

	Ik weet het niet	I do not know

	Tot ziens	Goodbye

	Tot straks	See you later

	Mijn naam is...	My name is...

	Ik ben...	I am...

	Alsjeblieft	Please (informal)

	Alstublieft	Please (formal)

	Wat is je naam?	What is your name? (informal)

	Wat is uw naam?	What is your name? (formal)

	Waar kom je vandaan?	Where are you from? (informal)

	Waar komt u vandaan?	Where are you from? (formal)

	Ik kom uit Nederland/België	I'm from the Netherlands/Belgium

	Wat is er?	What's wrong?

	Sorry, waar is het station?	Excuse me, where is the train station?

	Hoeveel kost deze trui?	How much is this sweater?

	Mevrouw	Miss/Mrs.

	Meneer	Mr.

	Waar	Where

	Misschien	Maybe

	Goede reis	Have a good trip

	Prettige dag	Have a nice day



References[change | change source]


	↑ Dutch at Ethnologue (19th ed., 2016)

	↑ "Dutch". Languages at Leicester. University of Leicester. Archived from the original on 2014-05-02.

	↑ 
"Language". I Amsterdam. Archived from the original on 6 October 2015. Retrieved 4 November 2015.

	↑ Wayne C. Thompson, Western Europe 2015-2016 (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2015), p. 201

	↑ 5.0 5.1 5.2 Pierre Brachin, The Dutch Language: A Survey (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1985), p. 4
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Germanic languages

	According to contemporary philology

	
	West Germanic

	
	Anglo-Frisian	
	Anglic	
	English*
	dialects
	Yola
	Fingallian
	Old English
	Middle English


	Scots
	Early Scots
	Middle Scots






	Frisian	
	East Frisian
	Ems
	Saterland Frisian


	Weser
	Wangerooge Frisian
	Wursten Frisian




	North Frisian
	Insular
	Eiderstedt
	Föhr–Amrum
	Föhr
	Amrum


	Heligolandic
	Sylt


	Mainland
	Bökingharde
	Mooring


	Halligen
	Goesharde
	Northern
	Central
	Southern


	Karrharde
	Strand
	Wiedingharde




	West Frisian
	Hindeloopen
	Schiermonnikoog
	Westlauwers–Terschellings
	Mainland West Frisian
	Clay Frisian
	Wood Frisian
	Westereendersk




	Terschelling




	Old Frisian
	Middle Frisian







	Low German	
	Historical forms	
	Old Saxon
	Middle Low German




	West Low German	
	Dutch Low Saxon
	Stellingwarfs
	Tweants
	Gronings
	Drèents
	Gelders-Overijssels
	Achterhooks
	Sallaans
	Urkers


	Veluws


	Northern Low Saxon
	East Frisian Low Saxon
	Schleswigsch
	Holsteinisch
	Hamburgisch
	Ollnborger
	North Hanoveranian
	Dithmarsch
	Emsländisch


	Westphalian
	Eastphalian




	East Low German	
	Mecklenburgisch-Vorpommersch
	Mecklenburgish


	Brandenburgisch
	East Pomeranian
	Central Pomeranian
	West Central Pomeranian


	Low Prussian
	Mennonite Low German









	Low Franconian	
	Standard variants	
	Dutch*
	Frankish
	Old Dutch
	Middle Dutch


	Afrikaans*




	West Low Franconian	
	Hollandic
	West Flemish
	French Flemish


	Zeelandic
	East Flemish
	Brabantian
	Surinamese Dutch
	Jersey Dutch
	Mohawk Dutch
	Stadsfries
	Bildts
	Yiddish Dutch




	East Low Franconian	
	Meuse-Rhenish
	Limburgish
	Southeast Limburgish


	South Guelderish






	Transitional	
	Low Dietsch







	High German	
	Standard variants	
	German*
	Namibian German
	Namibian Black German


	Brazilian German
	Unserdeutsch
	Barossa German
	Belgranodeutsch
	Parana Volga German
	Kiautschou Pidgin German
	Old High German
	Middle High German
	Early New High German


	Yiddish
	Eastern
	Western
	Litvish
	Poylish
	Ukrainish
	Galitzish
	Scots Yiddish
	Alsatian Yiddish
	Klezmer-loshn
	Ganovim
	Balagole
	Katsoves
	Lachoudisch


	Yenish
	Rotwelsch
	Lotegorisch






	Standard German	
	German Standard German
	Austrian Standard German
	Swiss Standard German




	Central German	
	West Central German	
	Central Franconian
	Ripuarian
	Colognian


	Moselle Franconian
	Luxembourgish
	Transylvanian Saxon
	Hunsrückisch
	Hunsrik




	Rhine Franconian
	Lorraine Franconian
	Palatine
	Volga German
	Pennsylvania German


	Hessian
	Amana








	East Central German	
	Thuringian
	Upper Saxon
	Ore Mountainian
	Lusatian-Neumarkish
	Berlinerisch


	Silesian German
	High Prussian
	Wymysorys
	Halcnovian
	Prague German







	High Franconian	
	South Franconian
	East Franconian
	Main Franconian
	Vogtlandian






	Upper German	
	Alemannic
	Low Alemannic
	Alsatian
	Coloniero


	High Alemannic
	Swiss German


	Highest Alemannic
	Walser German


	Swabian


	Bavarian
	Northern Bavarian
	Central Bavarian
	Viennese German


	Southern Bavarian
	South Tyrolean
	Cimbrian
	Mòcheno
	Hutterite German




	Langobardic













	
	North Germanic and East Germanic

	
	North Germanic	
	Historical forms	
	Proto-Norse
	Old Norse
	Old West Norse
	Old East Norse
	Old Gutnish






	West Scandinavian	
	Norwegian*
	Spoken
	Bergensk
	Kebabnorsk
	Sognamål
	Trøndersk
	Valdris
	Vestlandsk
	Vikværsk


	Written
	Bokmål
	Nynorsk


	Old Norwegian
	Middle Norwegian


	Insular Scandinavian
	Faroese
	Icelandic
	Old Icelandic
	Middle Icelandic


	Gronlandsk
	Norn






	East Scandinavian	
	Swedish*
	Åland
	Estonian
	Finlandic
	Gotlandic/Gutnish
	Jämtlandic
	Kalix
	Kiruna
	Luleå
	Norrland
	Ostrobothnian
	Småländska
	South Swedish
	Scanian


	Stockholm
	Rinkeby
	Uppländska
	Västgötska
	Westrobothnian
	Old Swedish


	Danish*
	Bornholmsk
	Gøtudanskt
	Insular Danish
	Jutlandic
	South Jutlandic
	Perkerdansk
	Old Danish
	Middle Danish


	Dalecarlian
	Elfdalian









	East Germanic	
	Gothic
	Crimean Gothic


	Burgundian
	Vandalic










	
	Philology

	
	Language subgroups	
	North
	East
	West
	Elbe (Irminonic)
	Weser-Rhine (Istvaeonic)
	North Sea (Ingvaeonic)




	Northwest
	Gotho-Nordic
	South




	Reconstructed	
	Proto-Germanic
	Proto-Germanic grammar
	Germanic parent language
	Ancient Belgian language




	Diachronic features	
	Grimm's law
	Verner's law
	Holtzmann's law
	Sievers's law
	Kluge's law
	Germanic substrate hypothesis
	West Germanic gemination
	High German consonant shift
	Germanic a-mutation
	Germanic umlaut
	Germanic spirant law
	Ingvaeonic nasal spirant law
	Great Vowel Shift




	Synchronic features	
	Germanic verb
	Germanic strong verb
	Germanic weak verb
	Preterite-present verb
	Grammatischer Wechsel
	Indo-European ablaut










		Italics mean extinct languages
	* (asterisks) means languages with more than 3 million speakers 
	Languages between parentheses are varieties of the language on their left.













Retrieved from "https://simple.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dutch_language&oldid=9192562"

					Categories: 	West Germanic languages
	Languages of the Netherlands
	Belgian culture
	Flanders
	Dutch language


Hidden categories: 	Language articles citing Ethnologue 19
	Languages with ISO 639-2 code
	Languages with ISO 639-1 code
	Articles containing Dutch-language text




				
			
			
		
		
			

		 This page was last changed on 15 November 2023, at 16:26.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License and the GFDL; additional terms may apply. See Terms of Use for details.



		Privacy policy
	About Wikipedia
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		
	





		

	 
 

		
		

Toggle limited content width








