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In this article, you will find several quick and easy crafts for Year of the Dragon. 

Year of the Dragon Crafts
The Year of the Dragon begins on February 10, 2024. The dragon is the fifth animal in the Chinese zodiac and will be featured prominently in the upcoming New Year celebrations.




Below, you'll find several printable patterns for crafts you can make. Each of these crafts will contribute to the festive atmosphere of this holiday. These patterns can be used with a group (like a school or scout troop) or as a one-on-one activity in your home.
I’ve designed these crafts for preschool-age children (with some help) or kids in kindergarten and elementary school. Most of them involve tasks like printing, coloring, cutting, and gluing. As you will discover, these simple patterns are a quick and easy way to make things like puppets, lanterns, greeting cards, and decorations.




Where Are the Dragon Project Templates?
In the image galleries below, you will see a photo for each template. I've also included a description and picture of the finished product. Here is the link to the document with all of the templates: Year of the Dragon Craft Projects.
How Can I Print These Templates?
The templates in this article are designed for regular-sized paper measuring 8.5" X 11". Below, you will see links to the PDF document, which includes the templates for all the sheets. If you only want to print one page, be sure to select this option in your print preview menu.
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See below for photos and descriptions of each of the crafts projects you can make from the printable templates in this article.

1. Envelope and Card
Cut out the envelope, then fold along the lines and glue it. Add the horns to make a dragon face on your envelope. The card you put inside says “Happy New Year” in English, pinyin, and Chinese.






Here is the finished Dragon Envelope and Card.

2. Paper Bag Puppet
Color and cut out the dragon's face, horns, and body. Next, glue them to a small paper bag to make a puppet.






Here is the finished Paper Bag Puppet.

3. Paper Plate Dragon
Color and cut out these dragon face pieces. When finished, attach them to a paper plate to make a Chinese dragon.






Here is the finished Paper Plate Dragon.

4. Dragon Cut Paper Lantern #1
For this lantern, you will need to print the templates onto two sheets of paper. Fold the paper in half, cut slits as shown, and roll it into a tube. This will serve as the base. The other sheet has the facial features, handle, and a charm with the Chinese character for “dragon.”
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5. Dragon Cut Paper Lantern #2
This lantern also calls for two sheets of paper. The base is a "lucky red" color and features illustrations of a dragon. The other sheet features a handle for the lantern and a charm with the Chinese character for "dragon."







6. Dragon Globe Lantern
For this lantern, you will need to purchase a 10-inch red paper lantern as the base. To turn it into a dragon, you'll need to print out the template, color the facial features, and attach them to the lantern.






Here is the finished Dragon Globe Lantern.

7.  Dragon Finger Puppet
When you print out the template, you will be able to make several finger puppets. Cut them out, then form the bottom into a circle (to fit around your finger). To complete your craft, be sure to fasten each puppet with a small piece of tape.









