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Here are some activity pages for the Chinese New Year (Year of the Dragon). Each of these can be found in the link below.

What Is Year of the Dragon?
The Dragon is the fifth animal in the Chinese zodiac. Every 12 years, the Chinese New Year is named for this powerful animal. In 2024, the celebration starts on February 10th and ends on February 16th. Animals in the Chinese zodiac appear in this order: rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster, dog, and pig.




Below, you'll find some printable patterns for "Year of the Dragon" crafts. These patterns can be used with a group (like a school or scout troop) or as a one-on-one activity in your home. Enjoy!


Here are the pages you can print. Each of these were designed for English speakers.





Printable Activities for the Year of the Dragon (English)
Children can learn about the Year of the Dragon with these printable pages. Each has words in Mandarin and shows Chinese characters (along with pinyin transliterations). Pinyin is a way of writing Chinese words with an alphabet. This helps English speakers see how the words are pronounced. This PDF document contains all the sheets. You can see photos of each one below.




How Can I Print These Templates?
The templates in this article were designed for regular-sized paper that measures 8.5" X 11". Above, I have provided link to a PDF document that includes each of the templates. If you want to print only one page, be sure to select it (specifically) in your print preview menu
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Here are some other pages you can print for Year of the Dragon crafts. Each of them were designed for Spanish speakers. The link for these printables is included below.


Printable Activities for Year of the Dragon (Spanish)
These printables include crafts with words in Mandarin and Spanish. In this template, you will find coloring sheets, greeting cards, and bookmarks that you can print and color. This PDF document contains all the sheets in Spanish. You can see photos of each one below.




Recommended




Exploding Carts and Giant Omelettes: 10 Unconventional Easter Traditions



Traducción Española: Estas páginas imprimibles incluyen manualidades que contienen palabras en mandarín y español. Encontrarás hojas para colorear, tarjetas de felicitación y marcapáginas que puedes imprimir y colorear.


















Year of the Dragon coloring sheet in Mandarin and Spanish.
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"Year of the Dragon" History
Chinese dragons, often depicted as majestic, serpentine creatures, carry a symbolism deeply rooted in Chinese mythology. Unlike the fiery dragons in Western folklore, Chinese dragons are associated with water and mist. They are considered benevolent, wise, and powerful beings that bring rain and prosperity, rather than destruction.




In Chinese culture, water symbolizes life, growth, and rejuvenation. The dragon's connection to water emphasizes the importance of adaptability, resilience, and the ability to navigate life's challenges with grace.
The Year of the Dragon is believed to bring good fortune, success, and personal transformation. Individuals born under this sign are thought to inherit the dragon's characteristics, such as intelligence, charisma, and a strong sense of justice.




New Year Customs and Celebrations
The Chinese New Year, also known as the Spring Festival or Lunar New Year, is a time of joy, family reunions, and vibrant celebrations. As the Year of the Dragon approaches, various customs and traditions are practiced to usher in prosperity and good luck.
	Family Reunions: Central to the Chinese New Year celebrations is the concept of family unity. Families gather for a lavish reunion dinner on the eve of New Year, sharing traditional dishes that hold symbolic meaning. This practice emphasizes the importance of familial bonds.
	Red Decorations: Red is a predominant color during the Chinese New Year as it symbolizes good luck and prosperity. Homes and public spaces are adorned with red lanterns, banners, and other decorations to ward off evil spirits and attract positive energy.
	Dragon and Lion Dances: Elaborate dragon and lion dances are performed during the New Year festivities. The dragon, in particular, is believed to bring good fortune and drive away negative energy. The rhythmic movements of these dances are accompanied by the thunderous sounds of drums and cymbals, creating an atmosphere of excitement and joy.
	Fireworks and Firecrackers: The deafening sound of fireworks and firecrackers is a customary part of Chinese New Year celebrations. The tradition is rooted in the belief that loud noises scare away evil spirits and ensure a fresh start for the coming year.
	Red Envelopes (Hongbao): Red envelopes, or "hongbao," are often filled with money during the New Year. They are usually given as gifts to family members, especially children. The red color symbolizes "good luck," while the generous act is thought to bring prosperity and blessings to the recipient.





Are You Looking for More "Year of the Dragon" Activities?
If you are looking for more dragon activities for the Chinese New Year, be sure to check out Year of the Dragon Crafts and Year of the Dragon Coloring Pages. For even more, including bookmarks and lucky red envelopes, just search the internet for “Adele Jeunette” and “Year of the Dragon.” This will allow you to find all of the articles I’ve published. Enjoy!











