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       Dietrich Eckart and the Formulation of Hitler’s Antisemitism
                                Frank Jacob

Introduction
In Mein Kampf, Adolf Hitler (1889-1945) describes Dietrich Eckart
(1868-1923) as “[someone] who dedicated his life in versing, thinking,
and eventually in acting towards the awakening of his people.”1 This dis-
play of admiration demonstrates how important Eckart had been in Hit-
ler’s early political life, and Ian Kershaw correctly emphasizes that it was
Eckart who paved the way for the beer-hall demagogue to get in contact
with the wealthy and influential men and women of Munich.2 He conse-
quently became one of Hitler’s close friends in the early years of National
Socialism, the so-called Kampfzeit. 3 The conspiracy theorist Dietrich
Bronder goes so far as to use this close relationship to claim Eckart as
Hitler’s “intellectual father.”4 One cannot posit that the Bavarian poet,
who fanatically hated Jews, was Hitler’s sole influence, but Eckart – who
was characterized by the Münchner Post as a man “who would love to eat
half a dozen Jews on his sauerkraut every day,”5 – did have a strong ideo-
logical impact on Hitler in National Socialism’s infancy, and the present
chapter’s goal is to highlight how Eckart’s anti-Semitic ideas might have
influenced Hitler’s course in later years. That the poet was important to
the later Führer of the Third Reich is obvious; Hitler mythologized this
“man of extremes”6 after his death, especially because Eckart had coined
National Socialism’s battle cry, “Germany awake!” 7 In the late 1920s,
Alfred Rosenberg (1893-1946) emphasized that “the remembrance of one
of the best of the German people should be kept awake,” and that “like
many other Germans, I consider it as a duty to foster and watch over
Dietrich Eckart’s name and work until […] both have become common
property of the whole German volk.”8

1
  Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, Fifth edition (Munich: Verlag Franz Eher Nachf.,
G.m.b.H., 1930), 781. All English translations are my own.
2
  Ian Kershaw, Hitler, vol. 1, 1889-1936 (Munich: DTV, 2002), 201.
3
  Claus Ekkehard Bärsch, Die politische Religion des Nationalsozialismus: Die religiöse
Dimension der NS- Ideologie in den Schriften von Dietrich Eckart, Joseph Goebbels,
Alfred Rosenberg und Adolf Hitler (Munich: Wilhelm Fink Verlag, 1998), 53.
4
  Dietrich Bronder, Bevor Hitler kam: Eine historische Studie (Hannover: Hans
Pfeiffer Verlag, 1964), 205.
5
  Margarete Plewnia, “Auf schlecht deutsch - Der Kronzeuge der ‘Bewegung’: Dietrich
Eckart,” in Propheten des Nationalismus, ed. Karl Schwedhelm (Munich: List Verlag,
1969), 168.
6
  Ibid., 171.
7
  Margarete Plewnia, Auf dem Weg zu Hitler: Der “völkische” Publizist Dietrich
Eckart (Bremen: Schünemann Universitätsverlag, 1970), 11.
8
  Alfred Rosenberg, “Vorwort,” in Dietrich Eckart: Ein Vermächtnis, ed. Alfred
Rosenberg (Munich: Franz Eher Nachf., 1928), 7.
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In later years, the Nazis planned the establishment of a Dietrich-Eckart
Society, and it was argued that this “unique personality of preeminent
importance” 9 needed to be remembered. The justification for such an
organization was based on Eckart’s hyper-positive characterization:
     Dietrich Eckart, this lusty-gruff and though in its deepest nature so be-
     nevolent, core-German (kerndeutsch) human being, the fearless, often
     frizzly and defiant foaming revolutionary with an unbounded Germanic
     temper, the warning with phantasy gifted great poet, singer, and shout-
     er in battle, the relentless fighter, who with the lightening weapons of
     his mind, with the sharpened sword of his monumental language and
     the unerring spear of his destroying satire, who fought against the
     spoilers of our nation throughout the darkest years of our shame, and
     who consumed himself in the fight for the German reincarnation, con-
     tinues to live in the memory of his friends as the great admonisher for
     consciousness, as the pioneer of the Greater German Reich and last as
     the heroically inflamed poet, who was kissed by genius, and whom we
     love thanks for the battle cry of the saving movement, “Germany
     awake!”10
For most, however, Eckart was the forerunner of an extreme and particu-
larly hateful form of anti-Semitism in the early years of the National So-
cialist movement. His hatred for Jews was pathological11 and openly ex-
pressed in most of his writings. He would describe Judaism as an “anus-
religion (Afterreligion)”12 and claim that the Jewish population in Germa-
ny and other nation states was not interested in ruling the world, but
rather in destroying it.13 One of his most comprehensive works detailing
his anti-Semitic worldview is the posthumous Bolshevism from Moses to
Lenin (1924), a tentative dialogue between Hitler and Eckart in which
they discuss the danger and history of the Jewish world conspiracy. After
describing Eckart’s life and work, this chapter will analyze this conspira-
torial anti-Semitism to show how Hitler’s views on this aspect of Nazi
ideology were influenced by an intellectual who considered German Jews
as enemies within a nation state that had failed to gain victory – or protec-
tion from a purported Jewish danger in the future – in World War I.



Eckart’s Life and Work

9
    Zur Gründung einer “Dietrich-Eckart-Gesellschaft”. Begründung ihrer
Notwendigkeit und Festlegung ihrer Aufgaben, Bundesarchiv Berlin (Federal Archives
Berlin, henceforth BA) NS 26/1307, 1.
10
   Ibid.
11
   Plewnia, Auf dem Weg zu Hitler, 57.
12
   Dietrich Eckart, Der Bolschewismus von Moses bis Lenin: Zwiegespräch zwischen
Adolf Hitler und mir (Munich: Hoheneichen-Verlag, 1924), 24.
13
   Ibid., 49.
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Dietrich Eckart was born in Neumarkt i.d. Oberpfalz on 23 March 1868.
His temper caused conflicts early in his life, especially with his father after
his mother’s death in 1878, as Alfred Rosenberg reported in his later work
on the Nazi poet.14 Eckart was not an outstanding student, and his school
grades do not imply any form of intellectual genius in his youth – he re-
ceived a B in Religious Studies, C in Latin, C in Greek, B in German, C in
French, C in Mathematics, B in History, and C in Physical Education.15
Despite his mediocre grades, he continued his academic career and, after
having visited seven different schools, went on to study medicine at the
University of Erlangen. As a university student, Eckart had conflicts with
the existing order more than once, particularly with fraternities. As Ros-
enberg would later state, Eckart seemed reluctant to accept “social bond-
ings” and considered himself incapable “of living in their compound.”16
      In contrast to Michael Hesemann, who states that Eckart pursued
medicine to eventually possess drugs,17 I would suggest that Eckart had a
genuine interest in studying medicine. That being said, Eckart eventually
became exposed and addicted to morphine. As Rosenberg put it, the
young student could not live without “the sweet poison,” using the “intel-
ligence of one who was possessed by this passion to always get his hands
on new doses.” 18 Eventually, he consumed so much morphine that a
strong, non-addicted individual would have died from his eventual doses.
The only way out of his addiction was staying at an insane asylum, which
he went to after being expelled from medical school in 1890/91.19 Eckart
began a career in journalism after leaving the asylum, but despite being
seemingly cured of his morphine addiction, he was a heavy drinker
throughout his entire life and was said to invest 80 Pfennige of each Mark
in alcohol. 20 In the following years, Eckart worked as a journalist and
critic of the Bayreuth Festival for numerous journals and newspapers.
After moving to Berlin in 1899, he also became the editor for the Berliner
Lokal-Anzeiger. While he had inherited some money when his father died
in 1895, Eckart lived in poverty soon after that, having wasted his money
on an expensive lifestyle and most likely false friends.21 He sometimes had

14
     Alfred Rosenberg, “Dietrich Eckart: Ein deutsches Leben,” in Dietrich Eckart: Ein
Vermächtnis (Munich: Franz Eher Nachf., 1928), 12.
15
   Censuren der Schüler der neunten Klasse des Gymnasiums (Koenigl. Neues
Gymnasium Regensburg) im Schuljahr 1887/1888, BA NS 26/1309.
16
   Rosenberg, “Dietrich Eckart,” 13.
17
   Michael Hesemann, Hitlers Religion: Die fatale Heilslehre des Nationalsozialismus
(Munich: Pattloch Verlag, 2004), 167.
18
   Rosenberg, “Dietrich Eckart,” 13.
19
   Eduard Gugenberger, Hitlers Visionäre: Die okkulten Wegbereiter des Dritten
Reichs (Vienna: Ueberreuter, 2001), 32; Paul Herrmann Wiedeburg, Dietrich Eckart
(Hamburg: Hanseatische Verlagsanstalt, 1939), 11.
20
   Abschrift eines Briefs von Bomhard an Architekt Philipp Feldl, August 2, 1935, BA
NS 26/1307.
21
   Wiedeburg, Dietrich Eckart, 17.
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to sleep on park benches in Berlin,22 and in such cases, he would ask for
financial aid from friends and other people he knew. To name just one
example, Eckart sent a letter in 1913 to Dr. Wolfgang Freiherr von Gers-
dorff (1876-1936), a dramatist and theater historian, to ask for financial
support; his current work at the time, “Peer Gynt,” was close to being
finished, and Eckart would repay von Gersdorff once the honorarium was
paid.23 In February 1914, the play, which was an Aryan-Christian inter-
pretation of Henrik Ibsen’s (1828-1906) work, premiered and became
Eckart’s only real success. In the following four years, “Peer Gynt” was
shown 183 times.24 The reviews of his work in the press were divided, but
even the negative ones are reported to have acknowledged the play’s emo-
tional impact on audiences.25 His dramatic work about Holy Roman Em-
peror Henry VI (1165-1197), “Heinrich der Hohenstaufe,” (1914)26 was a
“hymn on German power and glory”27 but was ordered canceled by Chan-
cellor Theobald von Bethmann Hollweg (1856-1921) for being too ag-
gressive, especially in light of an oath of fealty by the English king to the
German emperor.
      At age 45, Eckart married the rich widow Rosa Marx (born Wide-
burg), but the marriage was unhappy and the two got divorced six years
later. This may have been a consequence of Eckart’s general views on
women, whom he considered to be inferior, and why he had a specific
antipathy for politeness towards women (which he believed to have sig-
naled the feminine times he was living in).28 In 1915, Eckart moved to
Munich where he would establish his own publishing house, the Ho-
heneichen Verlag (Tall Oak Press). His publications, including the journal
Auf gut deutsch (In Good German, founded in 1918), would supposedly
become a spearhead in the fight against the Jews and the enemies of Ger-
many. Eckart’s life and work and Munich were consequently determined
by many defamation suits. 29 In 1918, however, following the poet’s
worldview, these supposed enemies took over Germany when revolution

22
   Rosenberg, “Dietrich Eckart,” 15.
23
   Dietrich Eckart an Dr. Wolfgang Freiherr von Gersdorff, 2. Juni 1913, BA NS
26/1307.
24
   Plewnia, Auf dem Weg zu Hitler, 22. Another work by Eckart was an interpretation
of Lorenzaccio, a famous drama by Alfred de Musset (1810-1857) and George Sand
(1804-1876), which seems to highlight some autobiographical facets. See also W. v.
Zezschwitz, Verbindungsbruder im November 1933: Dietrich Eckart!, BA NS
26/1308.
25
   Ausschnitt aus einer Zeitschrift mit gedruckter Anzeige über die Nachdichtung und
Bearbeitung des dramatischen Gedichts “Peer Gynt” durch Dietrich Eckart für die
deutsche Bühne, BA NS 26/1316.
26
   Dietrich Eckart, Heinrich der Hohenstaufe: Deutsche Historie in vier Vorgängen
(Berlin-Steglitz: Herold, 1915).
27
   Rosenberg, “Dietrich Eckart,” 18.
28
   Ibid., 16.
29
   Wiedeburg, Dietrich Eckart, 85-87.
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broke out in Bavaria and other parts of the country. “The dirty flood of
the November Revolt” demanded Eckart’s action, and he established Auf
gut deutsch as an anti-revolutionary journal – a “battle journal.”30 Alfred
Rosenberg, who contacted the Bavarian publicist through his wife’s co-
worker, 31 published his first article about “The Russian-Jewish Revolu-
tion” in the journal on 21 February 1919.32 Another author who would
determine the journal’s orientation was Gottfried Feder (1883-1941), who
wrote about economics as well as the “Brechung der Zinsknechtschaft”
(Breaking the Chains of Interest).33
      When the “Marxist waves of mud” (as Rosenberg called them) were
at their peak, Eckart would consequently lead a group of nationalists, later
ideologically blurred in the same publication as the “core of German re-
sistance.”34 The group handed out fliers against the communists in Mu-
nich. On 6 April 1919, Feder and Eckart handed out more than 100,000
copies of a flier titled “An alle Werktätigen” (To all workers), which criti-
cized the city’s Soviet government.35 In addition to such activities, Eckart
also cooperated with a paramilitary group of nationalists, monarchist
students, and former soldiers, which was coordinated by the Thule Socie-
ty and its leader Rudolf von Sebottendorff (1875-1945), who should later
claim to be one of Hitler’s predecessors. 36 The society’s so-called
“Kampfbund” (Battle Union) was established to fight against Soviet sup-
porters in Munich and Bavaria. Eckart used his contacts and influence to
organize money, and even helped some members escape from prison by
bribing police officers.37 Eckart, however, never became a member of the
Thule Society and was instead interested in keeping his independence as a
publicist and activist against the Jewish-Bolshevik danger. He was lucky
not to have been arrested and killed during the so-called “Geiselmord”
(hostage murder) on 30 April 1919.38

30
   Rosenberg, “Dietrich Eckart,” 19.
31
     Alfred Rosenberg, Letzte Aufzeichnungen: Ideale und Idole der
Nationalsozialistischen Revolution (Göttingen: Plesse Verlag, 1955), 72.
32
   Alfred Rosenberg, “Die russisch-jüdische Revolution,” Auf gut deutsch ... See also
Ralph Max Engelman, Dietrich Eckart and the Genesis of Nazism (Ann Arbor, MI:
UMI, 1979), 114.
33
   Gottfried Feder, Manifest zur Brechung der Zinsknechtschaft des Geldes (Diessen:
Huber, 1919).
34
   Rosenberg, “Dietrich Eckart,” 19.
35
   Flugblatt “An alle Werktätigen,” Dietrich Eckart, BA NS 26/1308. See also Plewnia,
Auf dem Weg zu Hitler, 30-31.
36
   Rudolf von Sebottendorff, Bevor Hitler kam: Urkundliches aus der Frühzeit der
nationalsozialistischen Bewegung (Munich: Deukula, 1933). On Sebottendorff and the
Thule Society see: Frank Jacob, Die Thule-Gesellschaft (Berlin: Uni-Edition, 2010)
and Frank Jacob, Die Thule-Gesellschaft und die Kokuryûkai: Geheimgesellschaften
im global-historischen Vergleich (Würzburg: Königshausen & Neumann, 2013).
37
   Engelman, Dietrich Eckart, 134-135.
38
   W. v. Zezschwitz, Verbindungsbruder.
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      Regardless of his unwillingness to affiliate with others, Eckart be-
lieved in a new leader who would rise from the ashes to rebuild Germany
and its strength. In a letter to his brother from 30 March 1919, he pro-
phetically announced that “soon the whole fraud in the world will collapse
and the Third Reich will begin.”39 After the end of the Bavarian Soviet
Republic, Eckart would remain in contact with Munich’s anti-Jewish and
nationalist scene. While Hitler and Anton Drexler (1884-1942) are often
cited as the men responsible for the NSDAP party program,40 the 24th
point seems to be a clear expression of Eckart’s paranoid Christian form
of anti-Semitism:
     We demand freedom of religion for all religious denominations within
     the state so long as they do not endanger its existence or oppose the
     moral senses of the Germanic race. The Party as such advocates the
     standpoint of a positive Christianity without binding itself confession-
     ally to any one denomination. It combats the Jewish-materialistic spirit
     within and around us, and is convinced that a lasting recovery of our
     nation can only succeed from within on the framework: common utility
     precedes individual utility.41
The 25 points were purportedly “designed and edited” by Drexler and
Hitler, but their “intellectual godfathers” were Feder and Eckart.42 Samuel
Koehne explained the latter’s impact as follows:
     The stated battle against the “Jewish-materialist spirit” in Point 24 most
     probably derived from Dietrich Eckart's earlier work on “Jewishness
     within and without us.” As depicted in an early account of his life,
     Eckart held a “mystical-Germanic world view” and was interested most-
     ly in the inner battle within each individual between the “the forces of
     this world and the next,” though also in Christ, the “ancient Mayan
     teachings” and the “teachings of the ancient Indians.”43
This fight had been directed against the “Jewish menace,” and for Eckart,
the young Adolf Hitler became a promising candidate for leading the
German people in this battle. He took the Austrian under his wing and

39
   Engelman, Dietrich Eckart, 126.
40
   Richard J. Evans, The Coming of the Third Reich: How the Nazis Destroyed
Democracy and Seized Power in Germany (London: Penguin, 2004), 179-180.
41
   “The program of the NSDAP,” http://avalon.law.yale.edu/imt/1708-ps.asp (Last
accessed, May 17, 2017). For Eckart’s role in the party program, see Stefan Breuer,
Nationalismus und Faschismus: Frankreich, Italien und Deutschland im Vergleich
(Darmstadt: WBG, 2005), 155 and Plewnia, Auf dem Weg zu Hitler, 95.
42
   Hellmuth Auerbach, “Regionale Wurzeln und Differenzen der NSDAP 1919-1923,”
in Nationalsozialismus in der Region: Beiträge zur regionalen und lokalen Forschung
und zum internationalen Vergleich, ed. Horst Möller, Andreas Wirsching and Walter
Ziegler (Munich: R. Oldenbourg Verlag, 1996), 69.
43
   Samuel Koehne, “Reassessing the Holy Reich: Leading Nazis’ Views on Confession,
Community and ‘Jewish’ Materialism,” Journal of Contemporary History 48, 3 (2013),
437. See also Rosenberg, “Dietrich Eckart,” 21-23 und 26-29.
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taught him manners, grammar, and, of course, his “Weltanschauung.”
Hitler respected the veteran of the anti-Semitic battle that led to the de-
struction of the German volk, and Hans-Günter Richardi may have
claimed correctly that “Hitler was formed in Eckart’s hands like wax.”44
Of course, others such as Rudolf Heß (1894-1987) pioneered the fight
for their ideal society, but while Heß merely admired Hitler, Eckart
taught the young man. The latter talked about the principles of leadership
long before Hitler claimed the title of “Führer,”45 and as such, these ideas
can also be linked back to the publicist. However, in contrast to the even-
tual reality, Eckart argued that the Third Reich’s future leader should be
controlled by a small group of elites.46 Claus Ekkehard Bärsch even went
so far as to say that “nobody [other] than Eckart is the inventor of the so-
called Führermythos (leader myth) of the National Socialist movement.”47
      Regardless of such conclusions, Eckart was crucial in organizing
funds for the movement and its corresponding party. 48 When Hitler
wanted to buy the Völkischer Beobachter, it was Eckart who funneled
money to the paper from his friends and from some military circles. The
newspaper had even published some of Eckart’s articles when it was run
by Sebottendorff.49 Derek Hastings underscores that the publicist “was
responsible for brokering the deal that acquired the Völkischer Beo-
bachter for the NSDAP, a development that was one of the most im-
portant single factors contributing to the early growth of the party.”50 He
also took over the newspaper as its editor-in-chief in August 1921.
Among other things, he used this position to attack the Center Party for
its collaboration with the Jews, a supposed betrayal of its Catholic mis-
sion. Eckart was proud to emphasize that he was a true Catholic by sign-
ing his writings as “Dietrich Eckart, Catholic.”51 His anti-Semitism could
thus be considered a hybrid of religiously-motivated anti-Judaism and
ethnically-motivated anti-Semitism. He would consequently be one of the
personal links between the religious anti-Judaists of the early German
Kaiserreich and the racist anti-Semites of the Weimar and Nazi period.
However, regardless of his role as chief editor, Eckart was not the most


44
    Hans-Günter Richardi, Hitler und seine Hintermänner: Neue Fakten zur
Frühgeschichte der NSDAP (Munich: Süddeutscher Verlag, 1991), 130. See also:
Plewnia, Auf dem Weg zu Hitler, 67.
45
   Engelman, Dietrich Eckart, 169.
46
   Plewnia, Auf dem Weg zu Hitler, 63.
47
   Bärsch, Die politische Religion, 146.
48
   Hellmuth Auerbach, “Hitlers Politische Lehrjahre und die Münchener Gesellschaft
1919-1923,” Vierteljahrshefte für Zeitgeschichte 25 (1977), 16; Plewnia, Auf dem Weg
zu Hitler, 69.
49
   Engelman, Dietrich Eckart, 103.
50
   Derek Hastings, “How ’Catholic’ Was the Early Nazi Movement? Religion, Race,
and Culture in Munich, 1919-1924,” Central European History 36, 3 (2003), 395.
51
   Ibid., 398.
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disciplined worker; as such, Rosenberg, who began working as the old
man’s co-editor, gained greater influence.52 The publication also required
more money to remain effective as the Nazi movement’s “speaking
tube.”53
      While Eckart was placed into his influential and prominent position
in the aftermath of the Bavarian Soviet Republic, he still was hesitant to
join the party or establish closer bonds with its organizers. He had never
joined a specific organization chiefly because he did not want to share
control over his work with anybody else.54 As a later source wrote, Eckart
allegedly said: “I am sick of politics – everything you see, only unbalanced
people, morally rotten, sneaky rascals with a Roman-Jewish ethos.” 55
Eckart, of course, remained active in numerous circles,56 but as he was
never actively involved in the Thule Society,57 he also avoided close rela-
tionships with any other organization after 1919. In contrast to Rosen-
berg, he did not participate in the Beer Hall Putsch in 1923.58 Eckart’s
final days were rather isolated and spent in Berchtesgaden, where he even-
tually died on 26 December 1923 after a heart attack.59

“Bolshevism from Moses to Lenin”
It is unclear if there was a specific event that was responsible for the gene-
sis of Eckart’s anti-Semitism. Some accounts mention an encounter with a
Jewish trader in his early youth as the source of his later hatred of the
Jews.60 For Eckart, however – and in contrast to Rosenberg – “‘Jewish-
ness’ was not a racial condition but a spiritual one.”61 For the Bavarian
Catholic, it was seen as a state of mind; every person possessed “Jewish-
ness” within them and had to fight against it for the greater good of their
personality and mental supremacy. One of Eckart’s works that provided a
closer perspective on his anti-Semitism (and that possibly influenced Hit-
ler) is “Bolshevism from Moses to Lenin,” which describes a tentative and
possibly historical dialogue between him and Hitler. It contains several

52
   Bärsch, Die politische Religion, 195.
53
   Telegramm Dietrich Eckarts an Dr. Emil Gansser, 28. November 1921, BA NS
26/1317.
54
   Gugenberger, Hitlers Visionäre, 39; Wiedeburg, Dietrich Eckart, 85.
55
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elements of Nazi ideology, and as German historian Ernst Nolte (1923-
2016) claimed, the work possesses the “highest grade of authenticity.”62 In
contrast to Nolte, the work was not meant to explain or provide an un-
derstanding of Bolshevism, 63 but was instead supposed to identify the
work of Jewish conspirators, who were labeled as Bolsheviks throughout
the ages. The title may seek to emphasize a Jewish-Bolshevist conspiracy,
but since the work was published posthumously and in an incomplete
state, Eckart’s true aim remains uncertain.
       Despite this, the work can rightly be identified as one of the early
Nazi-related works describing a specific “identity formation, a process
reflecting a transformation of self from simple German national to post-
conversion identity as a Nazi holy warrior, an individual willing to die in
fulfillment of a divinely inspired salvific mission.”64 Eckart believed he had
seen signs of the apocalypse,65 and he thought that only a strong and unit-
ed Christian Germany could prevent such a fate. His ideas about the pro-
spective apocalypse were likely influenced by Joachim of Fiore’s (1132-
1202) millennialist works, which is why Eckart considered himself to be
living in an “Endzeit” (eschatological period). In this light, David Redles
argues that after “reinterpreting Joachim of Fiore with contemporary
eyes, Eckart saw the imminent descent of the Holy Spirit along with the
arrival of the Third Reich, a holy time of salvation.”66 In this battle, the
Bavarian publicist did not trust other “soul- and instinctless scholars and
polyhistorians, who, under a mop of knowledge would no longer be able
to understand the essence of things.”67 While Rosenberg, in his glorifying
tribute, highlights that Eckart was a rebel who disliked the submissive
citizens of the German Kaiserreich and the post-1919 order, 68 he also
stated that Eckart “loved to spend his time with uneducated and simple
people. To relax, he would drive out to a small village and until late at
night one could find him, lecturing among honest men.”69 He used to talk
about the Bohemian scene in Berlin and Munich and claim that his “hun-
ger years” and latent success were all consequences of a Jewish plot
against him.
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      The tone of “Bolshevism from Moses to Lenin” is quite similar. In
the following part, I will follow some of the text’s basic arguments, which
are expressed either by a literary I (Eckart) or He (Hitler).70 While the
latter purported that historians are useless for fixating on leading histori-
cal figures and ignoring the hidden powers that have determined history, a
supposed secret power, the Jew, has existed since history began (p. 5).
Eckart then asks if the Jew should be considered a national or internation-
al force, and Hitler answers in detail: “To feel internationally means to
aspire the good for the whole world, as one would demand it for oneself.
If the world were like this – gladly … the good intention should count.
However, the Jew by nature does not have a good intention at all” (p. 10).
Following the literary Hitler’s voice, the Jews, in contrast to the notion of
internationalism, are more interested in remaining separate from other
groups. Jewish conspirators would also seek to enforce the Jews as sup-
pressed people, but secretly suck the life from others to become rich
and/or influential (pp. 10-11). In that process, they would use lies to daz-
zle those who seemed close to discovering the truth: “The Jew would only
be embarrassed if he once accidentally spoke the truth” (p. 17). All chang-
es in history were the work of Jews who operated under false names (p.
26): “Maximilian Harden’s name was Isidor Witkowsky; Karl Marx: Mor-
dechai; Ferdinand Lassalle: Lassal; Trotsky: Bronstein; Bela Kun: Kohn;
Sinowjew: Apfelbaum; [and] Lenin.” The latter’s real name was not yet
known (p. 26). Kurt Eisner, as Eckart claims to know from his own expe-
rience, “resisted with hands and feet here in Munich to be called Salomon
Kosmanowski. But this was his name” (Ibid.). Eventually, Eckart and
Hitler concluded that Bolshevism was another Jewish strategy to divert
attention from their real target: controlling the whole world. It seemed
obvious that the Jew would always find a back door to revenge (p. 30), as
was the case in Russia where Catholic priests were killed by the new re-
gime (p. 31). Wars and conflicts such as the Thirty Years War (1618-
1648) were an expression of the Jewish conspiracy, and while Christians
of both confessions fought a relentless war against each other, the Jew
would profit from it in several ways. “Russia’s bloodstained Jewish dicta-
torship” (p. 36) would consequently be another act within the secret play
of Jewish world domination.
Later in the text, other conspiracy theories focus on the Jewish menace;
their control of Freemasonry (p. 36) and other stereotypes are combined
to argue in favor of Eckart’s interpretation of world history. The dialogue,
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while not actively referring to the Protocols of the Elders of Zion,71 may
have been influenced by this conspiratorial anti-Semitic work. The antag-
onism between Jesuits and Protestants, along with freemasons and Catho-
lics, would eventually weaken Germany and the world, while the Jews
used Social Democrats, Communists, Syndicalists, and Bolshevists as
soldiers in a war whose sole purpose was to let the world bleed out. All
these struggles and revolutions were initiated by Jews, and in the dialogue
between Eckart and Hitler, the only winners of these conflicts were the
Jews the text referred to (pp. 39-40). The intellectuals are blamed for
ignoring the menace, because “The Jew can do whatever he wants; it is
their gospel. Checking its accuracy – no way. As long as it is published”
(p. 40) they will believe it. The Jews, however, do not only dazzle the
intellectuals, they also lead the workers into their own misery. Eckart
would get sick every time he saw “a stinky Jew acting like comrades with a
worker” (p. 42).
      The working class in particular was blamed for the Jews’ power in
contemporary politics, since the latter were the leading “pimps” of the
working men, abusing them for their own gain (p. 43). The worker would
listen to the Jews’ false messages, which would transform them into a
mass of brainless followers and vicarious agents (Ibid.). The corruption of
the Russian Revolution’s ideals by leading party members during the Rus-
sian Civil War is presented as proof of the Jewish conspirators’ goals, who
had killed around 30 million people in Russia. The revolution in Germany
is blamed for weakening the nation and its people, since the Jew Kurt
Eisner had more interest in claiming German responsibility for the war’s
outbreak than preventing large sums of money from being moved to oth-
er countries by the international Jewish banking network (pp. 47-48).
This was all made possible by the Jews’ control of the press (p. 48), and
while these controlled publication outlets would have access to all the
money they needed to change fact into fiction, honest publicists – like
Eckart, of course – and publications that defended national interests (like
the Völkischer Beobachter) struggled to not only intrigue the German
mind, but to receive funding (Ibid.). Before the text’s premature end,
which was so only because Eckart died before completing it, it is near-
conclusively stated that all social injustice in the world can be traced to
the influence of the Jews. (p. 49) The Jews ultimately long for world de-
struction, and in the process of achieving this goal, human beings are
driven into despair and insanity, into their own ruin. “If there is not re-
sistance against the Jew, he will destroy [humanity]” (Ibid.).
The work, much like the Protocols, seems authentic. It also attempts to
make a scholarly impression by including footnotes in which Eckart tries
to prove his theses by referring to famous authors from medieval and
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early modern periods (pp. 51-57). Considering the close relationship
Eckart and Hitler had in the early years of National Socialism, it may be
that at least parts of the talks in the book had taken place in the past.
However, regardless of the manuscript’s authenticity, it was never influ-
ential. After Eckart’s death, other people had taken over the leading posi-
tions in Hitler’s environment. Nevertheless, the Bavarian anti-Semite had
influenced the early movement, his role in which should not be underes-
timated. Even if Hitler’s position might have changed later, his hatred for
the Jews – which was stimulated by numerous sources – was likely influ-
enced by Eckart’s views, which are clearly expressed in “Bolshevism from
Moses to Lenin.”

Conclusion
In Eckart’s case, one could conclude that his intellectual failure as a writer
stimulated his anti-Semitism. Like the famous case of Richard Wagner
(1813-1883), he believed in a Jewish conspiracy that prevented him from
being successful. This perception led to Eckart’s anti-Jewish sentiment
that he would express throughout most of his professional life. His anti-
Semitism was intellectual, but not solely motivated by race, which Na-
tional Socialism would base its Weltanschauung on. Instead, Eckart
demonstrated anti-Semitism from a religious position. His beliefs hybrid-
ized anti-Judaism and later forms of a biological and race-oriented anti-
Semitism. With his writings, but more so because of his private connec-
tions in Munich Eckart was one of Hitler’s initial supporters, envisioning
a leader who would guide Germany and its people on their path towards
the Third Reich.
     Eckart’s main writing, “Bolshevism from Moses to Lenin,” can be
seen as an authentic description of some of the dialogues that the older
intellectual would have with young Hitler in the early 1920s. Regardless
of the fact that it might not be based on actual conversations, it highlights
some of the ideas that Eckhart transferred to Hitler and that later reap-
peared in party-related declarations or statements by the Third Reich’s
leader. The theses Eckart provided in his text are based on older conspira-
cy theories such as the Protocols, but also bear witness to the radical
Catholic variety of anti-Semitism. In the end, Eckart’s role was forgotten,
and an extensive biography remains a desideratum of further research.
Such a work would hopefully analyze the continuities and discontinuities
of ideas Eckart expressed in his anti-Semitic writings. What has to be
made clear, however, is that the anti-Semitic intellectual of the early Wei-
mar Republic was thoroughly able to stimulate a fear of Jewish world
domination – something that would also stimulate the willful destruction
of the European Jews by the non-intellectual masses and intellectual lead-
ers alike.
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