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COURSE DESCRIPTION In this course we will investigate the rich history of ancient India, from the Indus Civilization in 3 rd millennium BCE to the Gupta Dynasty in 4 th-6 th century CE. We will reflect critically on the evidence that scholars use to study the ancient past (e.g. ancient texts, inscriptions, coins, and the archaeological record) and the ways in which they interpret this evidence. We will also analyze and compare the different methods and frameworks used by scholars across multiple disciplines (e.g. archaeology, art history, philology). You will have the opportunity to engage with different primary source materials in class and will demonstrate your understanding of different historical methods and frameworks in the writing of a final research paper. We will also discuss the stakes of ancient Indian history as it relates to the present, including current academic debates and the role of history in the construction of modern political and cultural identities. COURSE OBJECTIVES This course aims to provide students with a detailed overview of the ancient history of India, and the ways in which this history is (re)constructed through different perspectives and the analysis of different sources. By the end of this course students will be able to: 1. Identify and describe the chronological periods and cultures of ancient Indian history. 2. Describe different conceptual and analytical frameworks for analyzing ancient history.
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             Archaeology and History of Ancient India
                                                                         Instructor: Julie A. Hanlon
                                                                       Email: jhanlon@uchicago.edu




COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this course we will investigate the rich history of ancient India, from the Indus Civilization in
3rd millennium BCE to the Gupta Dynasty in 4th-6th century CE. We will reflect critically on the
evidence that scholars use to study the ancient past (e.g. ancient texts, inscriptions, coins, and the
archaeological record) and the ways in which they interpret this evidence. We will also analyze and
compare the different methods and frameworks used by scholars across multiple disciplines (e.g.
archaeology, art history, philology). You will have the opportunity to engage with different primary
source materials in class and will demonstrate your understanding of different historical methods
and frameworks in the writing of a final research paper. We will also discuss the stakes of ancient
Indian history as it relates to the present, including current academic debates and the role of
history in the construction of modern political and cultural identities.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course aims to provide students with a detailed overview of the ancient history of India, and
the ways in which this history is (re)constructed through different perspectives and the analysis of
different sources. By the end of this course students will be able to:
    1. Identify and describe the chronological periods and cultures of ancient Indian history.
    2. Describe different conceptual and analytical frameworks for analyzing ancient history.
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    3. Identify and evaluate different historical perspectives and interpretations presented in
       scholarly literature.
    4. Develop a nuanced argument about the archaeology and ancient history of India and
       communicate this argument to others in writing and oral presentation.
    5. Identify the resources available on campus for conducting original research and utilize the
       university’s library system to search for primary and secondary sources.

REQUIRED TEXTS
Singh, Upinder. 2008. A history of ancient and early medieval India: from the Stone Age to the 12th
   century. (Paperback ISBN 8131716775; 978-8131716779)

All other readings will be available on the LMS and via Library Course Reserves.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Participation (15%)
The format of this course is a mix of lecture, collaborative discussion, and small group discussions
and activities. Each student is expected to actively participate in class discussion. In order to
participate well, you must come to class prepared, having read the assigned texts and spent time
thinking about their content. Bring questions, passages, and ideas that you find difficult or
important to share with the class. You will also regularly engage in small group discussions and in-
class activities. When or if discussions exceed our allotted class time, they may continue in the
online discussion boards. Productively engaging in discussions with your peers in all of these
contexts contributes to your final participation grade.

    Annotating Texts
    Printing out the assigned readings in hard-copy is ideal, because underlining and annotation
    are key aspects of critical reading. However, should you choose to use digital copies instead,
    please make sure that you are also annotating these texts digitally, either using the Comment
    tools in Adobe Reader or an application like iAnnotate. These notes will be indispensable
    when studying for the quizzes and writing up your final paper.

    Attendance
    You are expected to attend every class and to be on time. If for some reason you must miss a
    class due to illness or extenuating circumstances, please make sure that you get the notes from
    a classmate and schedule a meeting with me for office hours to catch up. Any absences not
    made-up through office hours will negatively impact your participation grade.

    Electronics Policy
    It is very important that we are all mentally present and engaged. To that end, please silence all
    cell phones before entering the classroom. The use of laptops, tablets, or other digital devices
    for the purpose of accessing the readings for the day’s class is permitted. However, the use of
    digital devices in class for any non-class-related work is not permitted.
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Reading Quizzes (15%)
Throughout the quarter there will be a total of 10 quizzes. These will be administered during
weeks 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, and 13 via the course LMS (Learning Management System). Each
quiz will consist of true/false, multiple choice, and short-answer questions. The goal of these
quizzes is to assess your comprehension and retention of the content of the assigned course
readings as well as support your comprehension and retention of course content.

Response Papers (20%)
You will write 2 response papers of approx. 1,000 words each. The goal of these papers is to help
you develop and practice analytical skills related to interpreting academic writing and evaluating
different historical perspectives and interpretations. Response papers will be due by 5 pm on
Friday in Weeks 5 and 10. I will provide you with prompts one week prior. For the second
response paper you will also have the option to construct your own prompt. In each paper you will
demonstrate your ability to identify the main argument of the text and the evidence the author
uses to support this argument. You may revise and resubmit 1 of the 2 papers in weeks 7 or 12 for
additional feedback and perhaps a higher grade.

Final Project: In-Class Presentation (20%) and Research Paper (30%)
The final project for this class will consist of an 8 to 10-page research paper (approx. 2,500 words)
and a 15 minute in-class visual presentation with slides (e.g. with PowerPoint, Prezi, Google Slides,
etc.). These papers will explore one of the topics we have covered in class in greater depth,
particularly examining the use of various sources in the reconstruction of the ancient Indian past.
If there is a topic that you are passionate about researching that we did not cover in class, please
schedule a meeting with me to discuss it before proceeding. In these papers you should
demonstrate your ability to analyze primary and secondary sources and to develop a nuanced
argument about the archaeology and ancient history of India.

We will begin working on the final project in week 6 with a visit to the university library. During
this session, the librarians will introduce you to the resources available on campus for conducting
original research and how to utilize the university’s library system to find sources for your research
paper. In week 10 you will submit an abstract (150-200 words) and a bibliography for your research
paper. In week 12 you will submit an outline of the research paper. In week 14 we will have a
paper writing workshop in which will involve peer review of the introduction and thesis. In week
15 you will present your research to the class in a 15-minute PowerPoint presentation. The final
research papers are due by 5 pm the Friday of finals week.

GRADING
Participation: 15%
Reading Quizzes: 15%
Response Papers: 20%
In-Class Presentation: 20%
Final Paper: 30%




                                                 10
                                                                                    Julie A. Hanlon


                                     COURSE SCHEDULE

Week One    Reconstructing the Ancient Indian Past
 1A: Introduction to the Course

  1B: Sources for Studying the Ancient Past
  - Thapar (2003) Early India: Ch. 1 Perceptions of the Past (p. 1-36)
  - Singh: Introduction (p. 1-11); Ch. 1 Understanding Literary and Archaeological Sources (p.
     34-59)


Week Two   The Rise of the Indus Civilization
 2A: The Indus Civilization
 - Singh: Ch. 4 The Harappan Civilization (p. 132-181)
 - Thapar (2003) Early India: Ch. 3 Antecedents (p. 69-97)

  2B: The Indus Civilization part 2
  - Kenoyer (1991) The Indus Valley Tradition of Pakistan and Western India (p. 331-85)
  - Possehl (2002) The Indus Civilization: Ch. 3 The Indus Civilization (p. 55-88); Ch. 11
     Mohenjo-daro (p. 185-213)
  • In Class Activity: Reading Archaeological Site Reports


Week Three Indus Civilization: Technologies and Transformations
 3A: Trade and craft specialization
 - Kenoyer (1997) Trade and Technology of the Indus Valley (p. 262-80)
 - Law (2005) Regional Interaction in the Prehistoric Indus Valley (p. 179-90)
 - Possehl (2002) The Indus Civilization: Ch. 7 The Indus Script (p. 127-39)

  3B: Transformations and Enduring Legacy
  - Coningham (1995) Dark Age or Continuum? (p. 54-72)
  - Possehl (1997) Transformation of the Indus Civilization (p. 425-72)
  - Ray (2008) Colonial Archaeology in India: The Legacy of Sir Mortimer Wheeler (selections)


Week Four Proto-history
 4A. People of the Pots: Ochre Colored, Black-and-Red, and Painted Gray
 - Singh: Ch. 5 Cultural Transitions (p. 211-36, 245-50)
 - Kramer (1977) Pots and Peoples (p. 91-112)
 - Lal (1980) The Date of Painted Grey Ware Culture: A Review (p. 65-77).
 - Magee (2004) Mind the Gap: The chronology of Painted Grey Ware and the prelude to
     Early Historic urbanism in northern south Asia (p. 37-44)

  •   In Class Activity: Relative vs. Absolute Dating; Typologies and Seriation
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  4B. Megaliths and Megalithic Culture
  - Singh: Ch. 5 (p. 236-45)
  - Kumar (2012) Megalithic Culture of South India (p. 18-38)
  - Morrison et al (2016) Megaliths and Memory: Excavations at Kadebakele and the Megaliths
     of Northern Karnataka (p. 241-52)
  - Ray (2008) Colonial Archaeology in India: The Megaliths: Beginnings of Anthropology (p. 160-
     86)


Week Five    Reconstructing Ancient Society from Literature
 5A. Vedic Society and early Hinduism
 - Singh: Ch. 1 (p. 12-34, with focus on p. 12-24); Ch. 5 (p. 182-210)
 - Witzel (1997) Development of the Vedic Canon and its Schools: The Social and Political
     Milieu (p. 257-93
 - Excerpts from Rg-Veda (Doniger 1981), Puranas (Dimmitt & van Buitenen 1978), and
     Upanishads (Olivelle 1998)

  5B. The Mahabharata and The Ramayana
  - Ramachandran (2008) The Epics (p. 117-30)
  - Bhan (1997) Recent Trends in Indian Archaeology (p. 3-15)
  - Ramanujan (1999) Three Hundred Ramayanas (p. 131-160)
  - Ray (2019) Vicissitudes of Reading the Mahabharata as History: Problems Concerning
     Historicism and Textualism (p. 1-19)

  •   In Class Activity: Analyzing the Case of Ayodhya

  •   Response Paper #1 is due this Friday!


Week Six    Critically Examining Historic Sources
 6A. Library Visit

  6B: Agro-pastoralists, Iron Age, and Sangam Poetry
  - Gurukkal (2010) Social formations of early South India: Ch. 6 Forms of Production and Forces
     of Change in Ancient Tamil Society (p. 136-54); Ch. 7. Early Iron Age Economy
     (p. 155-65)
  - Bauer & Johansen (2007) Towards a Political Ecology in Early South India (p. 3-35)]


Week Seven Urbanization in North and South India
 7A. Early Cities of the Ganga Valley
 - Singh: Ch. 6 Cities, Kings, and Renunciants (p. 256-300)
 - Erdosy (1995) City States of North India (p. 99-122)
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  -   Barba (2004) Fortified Cities of the Ganges Plain (p. 223-50)

  7B: Early Historic Tamil Nadu and Kerala
  - Singh: Ch. 8 Interaction and Innovation (p. 384-388; 399-403; 422-425)
  - Rajan (2008) Situating the Beginning of Early Historic Times in Tamil Nadu (p 40-78)
  - Abraham (2003) Chera, Chola, Pandya (p. 207-23)


Week Eight The Mauryas, Empire, and Edicts
 8A: The Mauryas and Empire
 - Singh: Ch. 7 Power and Piety: The Maurya Empire (p. 320-367)
 - Morrison (2001) Sources, approaches, definitions (p. 1-9)
 - Allchin (1995a) Mauryan Art and Architecture (p. 222-73)

  8B: Asoka and the Asokan Edicts
  - Thapar (2009) Asoka – A Retrospective (p. 31-37)
  - Sugandhi (2003) Context, Content, and Composition (p. 224-46)
  - Smith et al (2016) Finding history: the locational geography of Ashokan inscriptions in the
     Indian subcontinent (p. 376-92)


Week Nine Epigraphy and Numismatics in the Early Historic Period
 9A. Development of Writing in India
 - Salomon (1998) Writing and Scripts in India (p. 7-42)
 - Hanlon (2018) The Chronology of Tamil-Brahmi Inscriptions: Origins and Evolution (p.
     66-78)
 - Mahadevan (1968) Corpus of Tamil-Brahmi Inscriptions (p. 56-81)

  •   In Class Activity: Deciphering Scripts and Translating Inscriptions

  9B. Development of Coinage and Political Identity
  - Ray (2006) Coins in India: Power and Communication (selections)
  - Goyal (1995) Appendix 1: Historiography of the Punch-marked Coins (p. 457-75)
  - Ghey (2008) Hoards: hidden history (selections)

  •   In Class Activity: Dating Coin Hoards and Caches


Week Ten   Archaeology of Religion: Buddhism
 10A. Archaeology of Buddhism
 - Singh: Ch. 6 (p. 300-319)
 - Coningham (2002) The archaeology of Buddhism (p. 75-109)
 - Shaw (2013) Archaeologies of Buddhist propagation in ancient India (p. 83-108)
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  10B. Problems and Prospects
  - Schopen (1997) Archaeology and Protestant Presuppositions in the Study of Indian
     Buddhism (p. 1-22)
  - Witzel (2009) Moving Targets? Texts, language, archaeology and history in the Late Vedic
     and early Buddhist periods (287-310)
  - Morrison (1997) Trade, urbanism, and agricultural expansion: Buddhist monastic
     institutions and the state in the Early Historic western Deccan (p. 203-221)

  •   Response Paper #2 is due this Friday!


Week Eleven Indian Ocean Trade
 11A. Indo-Greek trade
 - Singh: Ch. 8 Interaction and Innovation (p. 371-375)
 - Casson (1989) Periplus Maris Erythraei [selections]
 - Ray (2003) The Greeks: Adventurers, Travelers and Traders (p. 165-87)
 - Seldeslachts (2004) End of the Road for the Indo-Greeks? (p. 249-296)

  11B. Indo-Roman trade
  - Singh: Ch. 8 (p. 411-417)
  - Tomber (2008) Indo-Roman Trade: Ch. 2 Charting exchange through texts and objects (p. 19-
     56); Ch. 5 Lands to the East (p. 117-51)
  - MacDowall (1991) Indian imports of Roman silver coins (p. 145-64)


Week Twelve Art, Architecture, and Patronage
 12A. Temple Architecture and Images
 - Singh: Ch. 9 Aesthetics and Empire (p. 509-536)
 - Cort (2010) Framing the Jina: The Archaeology of Jina Images (p. 17-66)
 - Dehejia (1997) Indian Art: Cave Monasteries and Cave Temples (p. 101-134)

  •   In Class Activity: Documenting Ancient Architecture

  12A. Art and Patronage
  - Singh: Ch. 8 (p. 381-384; 452-461)
  - Miller (1992) Powers of art: patronage in Indian Culture (selections)
  - Reddy (1998) God, Trade and Worship (p. 291-311)
  - Ray (1986) Monastery and guild: Conclusion (p. 200-20)]

  •   Abstract, Annotated Bibliography, and Rough Outline due this Friday!
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Week Thirteen      Gupta Golden Age
 13A. Classicism and the Gupta Period
 - Thapar (2002) Threshold Times c. AD 300-700 (p. 280-325)
 - Willis (2005) Later Gupta History: Inscriptions, Coins and Historical Ideology (p. 131-50)

  13B. Sanskrit Cosmopolis
  - Singh: Ch. 9 (p. 472-508, 536-45)
  - Pollock (2003) Sanskrit Literary Culture from the Inside Out: Times and Places of Sanskrit
     Literary Culture (p. 75-121)
  - Pollock (2006) Language of Gods: The World Conquest and Regime of the Cosmopolitan
     Style (pp. 115-161)


Week Fourteen        Conclusions and Final Thoughts
 14A. Reflections

  14B: Paper-Writing Workshop


Week Fifteen Research Presentations
 March 9: Research presentations

  March 11: Research presentations


                 Final Research Paper is due by 5 pm on Friday of finals week.
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