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The Archaeological Survey of India (A.S.I) had established an office for the Superintendent of Archaeology, Frontier Circle at Peshawar in 1903-04, along with a store room for the safe custody of antiquities found during the archaeological excavations. Since 1907, selected sculptures from the antiquities store of the office were displayed in the Peshawar Museum while the rest of artifacts remained there for a long time. The Peshawar office was functional till 1928, and temporarily transferred, excluding its antiquities store, to the then N.W.F.P. administration in 1931. Although it never came back into the occupation of the A.S.I., however, its antiquities store was later on utilized for the initial accommodation of the Sub-Regional Office (S.R.O) of the Department of Archaeology and Museums, Government of Pakistan in 1972. As such information are not recorded in the published reports, therefore, the present paper incorporates some archival documents which are useful for the history of the abandonment of the Frontier Circle office at Peshawar and the establishment of the Sub-Regional Office of the Department of Archaeology and Museums, Government of Pakistan.
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 Archival documents of the Archaeological Survey of India, Frontier Circle-A
  root to the history of Sub-Regional Office Peshawar of the Department of
             Archaeology and Museums, Government of Pakistan

                                             Zarawar Khan


                                                Abstract

       The Archaeological Survey of India (A.S.I) had established an office for the Superintendent
       of Archaeology, Frontier Circle at Peshawar in 1903-04, along with a store room for the safe
       custody of antiquities found during the archaeological excavations. Since 1907, selected
       sculptures from the antiquities store of the office were displayed in the Peshawar Museum
       while the rest of artifacts remained there for a long time. The Peshawar office was functional
       till 1928, and temporarily transferred, excluding its antiquities store, to the then N.W.F.P.
       administration in 1931. Although it never came back into the occupation of the A.S.I.,
       however, its antiquities store was later on utilized for the initial accommodation of the Sub-
       Regional Office (S.R.O) of the Department of Archaeology and Museums, Government of
       Pakistan in 1972. As such information are not recorded in the published reports, therefore,
       the present paper incorporates some archival documents which are useful for the history of
       the abandonment of the Frontier Circle office at Peshawar and the establishment of the Sub-
       Regional Office of the Department of Archaeology and Museums, Government of Pakistan.



The Archaeological Survey of India                        In the discharge of duty, he was also
(hereafter A.S.I), which was founded by                   assisted by two draftsmen (Marshall 1904:
Colonel Alexander Cunningham in 1861,                     7-8, Roy 1961: 75).
rendered tremendous services towards
Indian Archaeology till his retirement in                 However, the archaeological heritage of the
1885. He was succeeded by Mr. James                       Frontier Circle (then consisting of the
Burgess (Roy 1861: 64) and with his                       modern day Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
relinquishment of charge in 1889 the post of              Baluchistan) could not receive due attention
the Director A.S.I. was abolished by the                  till the appointment of Sir John Marshall on
Government of India (Marshall 1904: 6,                    the post of Director General of Archaeology
Gosh 1953: 29). The importance of the                     in 1902 (Marshall 1904: 8-9, Roy 1961: 82).
archaeological work was once again felt in                It was during his Directorship that
1895, and for this purpose the whole India                excavations were conducted at different
was archaeologically divided into five                    archaeological mounds of Charsadda in
circles such as Madras circle (with Coorge),              1902, with the help of Dr. J. Ph. Vogel (Roy
Bombay (with Sind and Berar), the Punjab                  1961: 88) which brought to light Buddhist
(with Baluchistan and Ajmer), the North-                  sculptures and other valuable antiquities
West Province (with the Central Provinces),               (Marshall & Vogel 1904).
and Bengal (with Asam). Each of these
circles was placed under the charge of an                 Keeping in view the rich archaeological
Archaeological Surveyor who was supposed                  assets of the Frontier Circle, Sir Aurel Stein
to compile the classified lists of                        was appointed as the first Archaeological
archaeological remains situated in the circle.            Surveyor for the North West Frontier
Gandhāran Studies, vol. 10                                                              124


Province and Baluchistan in 1904 (Stein         marked on them will be completely effaced
1905: i, Gosh 1953: 34, Ikle 1968: 147). But    with the passage of time and their
as he could not continue his duty due to his    provenance will be lost to the scholars
first Central Asian Campaign, therefore,        forever (Natesa Aiyar 1915: 4).
David Brainerd Spooner was nominated as
the Superintendent of Archaeology for the       The Peshawar office of the A.S.I. Frontier
Frontier Circle in 1906 (Ikle 1968: 148,        Circle remained functional till 1928, when
Spooner 1907: 1, Blakiston 1990: 14).           its last Superintending officer, Mr.
                                                Hargreaves, was promoted to the post of
The annual progress reports of the A.S.I.       Director General of Archaeology (Gosh
Frontier Circle show that the Superintendent    1953: 39) and the charge of the Peshawar
had to compile or revise lists of ancient       museum was entrusted to the Curator Mr.
remains and to explore and excavate the         Dilawar Khan (Hargreaves 1930: i, Olivieri
archaeological sites. Moreover, he had to       2015: 214).     Henceforth, archaeological
prepare drawing and plans and photographs       excavations in the Frontier Circle and the
of the excavated remains and antiquities,       publication of the Frontier Circle reports
decipher the inscriptions, publish the annual   came to end. Therefore, the annual report of
progress reports and above all, catalogue the   the Director General A.S.I. for the year
antiquities for the storerooms/godown           1928-29 records only a short account of the
attached to his office. After the               acquisition of antiquities for the Peshawar
establishment of the Peshawar Museum in         museum and a note on the conservation
the then Victoria Memorial hall, selected       work carried out to the ruins of Takht-i-
artifacts from the godown were to be            Bhāī (see Hargreaves 1990: 26-27 & 141-
displayed there by Superintendent where he      142).
was also the Honorary Curator (Hargreaves
1911: 4, Roy 1961: 98). .                       The situation became more critical in 1930,
                                                when Mr. Hargreaves proposed for the
The office of A.S.I. Frontier Circle and its    abolition of the post of Superintendent of
antiquities godown which is the main            Hindu and Buddhist monuments at the
subject of the present study, had received in   Punjab which was accepted in 1931 (Gosh
the initial phase, a lot of 227 Gandharan       1953: 39), while further calamity fell upon
sculptures brought by Sir Aurel Stein from      the A.S.I. in 1931 when the Punjab and
the residence of Mr. P.J.G. Pipon, and          North West Frontier Province were
others (Stein 1905: iii-iv). Later on the       amalgamated into one Frontier Circle under
antiquities found at Shah-ji-ki-Dheri were      the care of the Superintendent office at the
also deposited there along with those found     Lahore fort, which was also looking after
at the Takht-i-Bhai excavations (see            the Muslim and British monuments as well
Spooner 1911: 135 f.n 1) and till 1914-15,      as the conservation work in the North West
there was no sufficient place to                Frontier Province (Fabri 1936: 14). Whether
accommodate more antiquities. Under such        the Peshawar office was closed and all its
circumstances, the then Superintendent had      assets handed over to the Peshawar
suggested that the large godawn should be       museum, or shifted to the Lahore office, is
provided with wall-shelves for the              not known because no such information has
placement of the Buddhist sculptures on         recorded in the annual reports of the A.S.I.
urgent base because if these artifacts
remained on the ground, the numbers
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On the contrary, there are some archival         rental duly assessed by the P.W.D. for a
documents preserved in the closed files of       period of say five years in the first instance.
the former Sub-Regional Office of the            Should they agree, they should it is thought
Department of Archaeology and Museums,           under take to do all repairs etc. to the
Government of Pakistan at Peshawar, now          building during the period it is occupied by
shifted to the Directorate of Archaeology        them.
and Museum, Government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, throw valuable light on the         The Superintendent also wishes to enquire if
abandonment of the Peshawar office,              when a building is again required to
excluding its antiquities godown, in the year    accommodate this office in Peshawar, the
1931. These documents preserve the record        local administration will agree either to
of the correspondings between the A.S.I.         vacate the present building or to build a new
and the N.W.F.P. Public Works Department         office instead for the Archaeological
(P.W.D) for the transfer of the vacant           Department requirement on a suitable site to
Frontier Circle office to the N.W.F.P.           be selected later.
administration. The original letters which
were obviously signed by the concerned           Document no.2
officers are yet to be searched out in the
head office of the A.S.I. and the Northern       Copy of letter no.1171/12/E.2, dated
Circle Office of the Department of               Peshawar, 2nd April, 1931, from the
Archaeology and Museums, Govt. of                Secretary P.W.D, N.W.F. Provence to the
Pakistan at Lahore, however, copies of           Superintendent A.S.I. Frontier Circle, Old
those letters are fortunately preserved in the   Fort, Lahore, for the temporary transfer of
official files of the former S.R.O. Peshawar,    the Peshawar office building to the
which reveal the following story.                N.W.F.P. Administration.

Document no. 1                                   With reference to our document no.1, this
                                                 letter informs the Superintendent A.S.I. that
Copy of letter no.120/2097, dated 14-3-          this administration is not prepared to take
1931, from the Superintendent of                 over the building in question for a period of
Archaeology [Frontier Circle], to the            five years on the conditions stipulated
Secretary P.W.D1., N.W.F. Provence,              therein. The established principle which is
Peshawar                                         followed in similar cases is that buildings
                                                 which are rendered surplus to the
The letter is with reference to a previous       requirements of the department concerned
letter no. 1171/9/E.2, dated 19th December       and are proposed to be temporarily
1930, to the Secretary P.W.D. North West         transferred to another department, are
Frontier for the occupation of the office of     handed over free on the understanding that
the     Archaeological    Department       at    the maintenance charges thereof are borne
Peshawar. It informs the Secretary P.W.D.        by the department taking them over for the
that the Archaeological Department does not      period they are in its occupation. The
in the immediate future require its office at    building will be handed back when required
Peshawar (excluding the godown) that the         after due notice is given by the department
administration might care to occupy it at a      whose property the building are.

1
    Public Works Department
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The N.W.F.P. administration is prepared to           Peshawar District, to the Deputy Chief
take over the building on the conditions,            Engineer, N.W.F.P, for the temporary
stated above, if agreed to by your                   transfer of the Peshawar office building to
department for a period of five years in the         the N.W.F.P. administration.
first instance.
                                                     This two lines note sheet, with reference to
Copies of this letter together with a copy of        no.1171/14/E.2, dated 17.9.1931, informs
letter, to which it is in reply, were forwarded      the Chief Engineer that the building has
to the Secretary to Chief Commissioner,              been taken over from 1st October 1931.
North West Frontier Province and the
Director of Public Instructions, North West          Copies of this letter are also forwarded to
Frontier Province.                                   the Superintend A.S.I. Frontier Circle,
                                                     Lahore, and the Director of Public
Document no.3                                        instruction.

Copy of letter no.188-8349, Dated Simla, 5th         Commentary: The above documents which
September 1931, from Rai Bahadur Daya                are issued between 14th March 1931 and 10th
Ram Sahni, M.A. Director General of                  October 1931, show that the Superintendent
Archaeology in India, to the Superintendent          Archaeology office at Peshawar, excluding
A.S.I. Frontier Circle, Lahore, for the              its antiquities godown, was handed over
temporary transfer of the Peshawar office            temporarily to the N.W.F.P. administration
building to the N.W.F.P. Administration              on the official order of Mr. Rai Bahadur
                                                     Daya Ram Sahni, who remained the
The letter is addressed from the Director of         Director General of A.S.I. from 29th July
A.S.I to the Superintendent A.S.I., Frontier         1931 to 1st June 1935 (Gosh 1953: 39-40).
Circle, with reference to letter no. 120-35,         However, the statement of Document no.1,
dated 7th April, 1931. It informs the                shows that correspondings between the
Superintendent that the Government of India          Secretary P.W.D. and the Superintendent
have agreed to the temporary transfer of             A.S.I. Frontier Circle, for the occupation of
your office building at Peshawar to the              building of the Peshawar office initiated on
N.W.F.P.       administration      on      the       19th December 1930, when Mr. H.
understanding that the maintenance charges           Hargreaves was still the Director General of
thereof are born by them so long as it               A.S.I.
remains in their occupation. I would
accordingly request you to please arrange to         As discussed above that H. Hargreaves had
make over the building (except the godown)           proposed for the amalgamation of the
to the local administration at an early date.        Punjab and North West Frontier Province
                                                     into one Frontier Circle, therefore he may
Document no.4                                        be held responsible for the abandonment of
                                                     the A.S.I. Frontier Circle office at
Copy of note sheet no.2112/34/E.2, dated             Peshawar. But whether he had some
Peshawar, 10-10 1931, from the C.R.E2.               personal interest in such decision or it was
                                                     the need of that time to confine the
2
                                                     archaeological activities in the North West
 The exact meaning of these abbreviated letters is
not clear but probably it was a branch of the
                                                     Frontier Province? In this connection it is to
establishment section.                               be pointed out that the retirement of Sir
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John Marshall in 1928 had deprived the                show that maintenance and annual repair
A.S.I. from one of the senior most and                works were in progress at various
experienced officers while his immediate              monuments of the Frontier Circle such as
successor in the field, Mr. H. Hargreaves,            Begam-ki-Sarai at Attock, Lala Rukh’s
was confronted with severe financial cuts             tomb and Abdul Hakim’s tomb4, Saidan
imposed by the Government of India in                 Baoli, Chitti Baoli, Losar Baoli, Asota
1930.                                                 megalith and Takht-i-Bhāī etc. under the
                                                      supervision of Muhammad Waliullah
In the succeeding year of 1931, the A.S.I.            Khan5, a Sub-overseer of archaeology who
witnessed its suffering from heavy                    was then stationed at the Peshawar office of
deduction in the grants as well as lack of            the Archaeological Department6.
fund which resulted in the reducing of
excavation to limited scale           while           Document no. 5
conservation work became confined to the
most urgent repairs only. Similarly the               Letter no. 7-1446, dated old fort Lahore, 7th
retirement of the six experienced officers            November 1931, from J.F. Blakiston Esqr7,
and instead of refilling their post, the              Superintendent A.S.I. Frontier Circle, to
Government of India abolished eleven more             Muhammad Waliullah Khan, Sub-overseer,
posts in the Department (see Blakiston                Archaeological Department, Peshawar.
1936: XXVII, Woolly 1938: 17, Gosh
1953:39-40, Roy 1961: 115-16). Under such             The letter states that a sum of Rs.123/-
circumstances the abandonment of the                  (Rupees one hundred and twenty three only)
Peshawar office was probably unavoidable              is sent to Muhammad Waliullah Khan, Sub-
since there was no other option left by the           overseer, for his pay, cycle and Lahore
then prevailing critical situation.                   allowance together with the pay of Nasir Ali
                                                      peon, for the month of November 1931. He is
Although the building of the Peshawar                 requested that a formal receipt should be
office was given to the N.W.F.P.                      sent for record.
administration for a period of five years but
its antiquities godown remained in the                Document no. 6
custody of the Superintendent office, then
located in the old fort, Lahore. On the other         Letter no. 41-1516, dated old fort Lahore,
hand, the annual reports of A.S.I. speak of           16th December 1931, from J.F. Blakiston
the conservation work carried out in
different monuments in the North-West
                                                      4
Frontier Province till the year 1938.                   Lala Rukh and Abdul Hakim toms are located in
Whether such conservations were directly              Hassan Abdal (See Marshall 1922: 3)
                                                      5
                                                        . He was a resident of Lahore and joined the
carried out by the Superintendent A.S.I.
                                                      A.S.I., on 28-08-1928 as a Sub-overseer through
from the Lahore office, or a subordinate              Central Public Service Commission and retired
officer was stationed at each monument of             from the post of Superintendent of Archaeology,
the circle? In this regard, the following             Department of Archaeology and Museums, Govt.
documents, detached from an unknown file3,            of Pakistan in 1965 (information taken from his
                                                      service file through the officers of the DoAM,
                                                      Pakistan).
3                                                     6
  These documents were collected from the dump          Probably in the antiquities store of the Peshawar
of discarded papers lying scattered on the floor in   Office
                                                      7
store to which the S.R.O. assets were shifted.          Esqr for Esquire, a title of respect
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Esqr, Superintendent A.S.I. Frontier Circle,      undersigned comes to Attock on 21st January
to Muhammad Waliullah Khan,Sub-                   1932.
overseer,   Archaeological     Department,
Peshawar.                                         Document no. 9

With reference to his letter no. PS/452, dated    Letter no. 100/1151, dated old fort Lahore,
13th December 1931, Muhammad Waliullah            17th October 1937, from H.L. Srivastava
Khan is permitted to purchase charcoal at         Esqr. M.A. Offg9. Superintendent, A.S.I.
the rate of three and half rupees seer per        Frontier Circle, to Muhammad Waliullah
diem during his halts at Peshawar and also        Khan, Sub-overseer, Arch: Deptt. Camp
one Angithi8 for the purpose.                     Taxila

Document no. 7                                    It is written in response to letter no. A-211,
                                                  dated 5th October 1937, that the work order
Letter no. 41-1634, dated old fort Lahore,        for the Lala Rukh’s tomb, Abdul Hakim’s
7th January 1932, from J.F. Blakiston Esqr,       tomb and Saidan Baoli are returned
Superintendent A.S.I. Frontier Circle, to         herewith duly approved, to the Sub-overseer
Muhammad Waliullah Khan, Sub-overseer,            for making them over to the contractor
Archaeological Department, c/o Wazir              concerned. The contractor should be asked
Ahmad, contractor, Takht-i-Bhai, District         to deposit a sum of Rs.14/- on account of
Peshawar.                                         security for the above work pledge to the
                                                  Superintendent A.S.I. Frontier Circle, and
With reference to his letter no. P/470, dated     submit the Post office saving bank pass book
2nd January 1932, twelve stationary items         to the office at an early date.
were sent to Muhammad Waliullah Khan,
the Sub-Overseer with the remarks that their      As to the work order for Chitti Baoli
receipt should be acknowledge.                    returned herewith M. Waliullah Khan is
                                                  informed that the item no.2 was cancelled as
Document no. 8                                    per this office no.100169/C dated 14th June
                                                  1937. He should quote authority under
Letter no. 41-1693,dated old fort Lahore,         which he has included the item in the work
14th January 1932, from J.F. Blakiston Esqr,      order and resubmit the work order for
Superintendent A.S.I. Frontier Circle, to         undersigned’s approval.
Muhammad Waliullah Khan, Sub-overseer,
Archaeological Department, c/o Wazir              Document no. 10
Ahmad, contractor, Takht-i-Bhai, District
Peshawar.                                         Letter no. 100/1152, dated old fort Lahore,
                                                  17th October 1937, from H.L. Srivastava
With reference to his letter no. P-2642,          Esqr., M.A. Offg. Superintendent, A.S.I.
dated 12th January 1932, Mr. Muhammad             Frontier Circle, to Muhammad Waliullah
Waliullah Khan, Sub-overseer is permitted         Khan, Sub-overseer, Arch: Deptt. Camp
to go to Peshawar for one day to get his pay      Taxila
etc. if he finishes the work before the

8
 Angithi is the Urdu/Pashto name for a portable
                                                  9
charcoal burner                                       Offg. For officiating
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In continuation to document no.9, this letter       are concerned, they shows that on the 7th
states that a copy of work order for the            and 14th January 1932 the Sub-Overseer was
annual repairs to Begam-ki-Sarai at Attock          stationed at Takht-i-Bhāī, instead of
is approved and returned to M. Waliullah            Peshawar, probably for the purpose of
Khan, Sub-overseer for making it over to the        supervising the annual repair work.
contractor concerned.
                                                    The documents from no.9 to 11 are issued
Document no. 11                                     by H.L. Srivastava Esquire, an officiating
                                                    Superintendent, A.S.I. Frontier Circle to M.
Letter no. 100/765, dated old fort Lahore,          Waliullah Khan, the Sub-overseer of
21st June1938, from H.L. Srivastava Esqr.,          Archaeology Department between 1937 and
M.A. Offg. Superintendent, A.S.I. Frontier          1938. The first two documents show, that
Circle, to Muhammad Waliullah Khan, Sub-            beside his duty at the Peshawar office, the
overseer,    Archaeological   Department,           Sub-overseer was also looking after the
Peshawar                                            annual repair works at the archaeological
                                                    monuments located in Attock such as Kallar
This document is related to the approved            Temple, Lala Rukh’s tomb, Hakim’s tomb,
estimate as proposed by the Sub-overseer in         Saidan Baoli, Chitti Baoli, Losar Baoli,
his letter no.A-95, dated 11th June 1938, for       Begam-ki Sarai and the erection of
the annual repair to Kallar Temple, Lala            boundary pillars and notice boards at Baoti
Rukh’s tomb, Hakim’s tomb, Saidan Baoli,            Pind11. Whereas, the last document shows
Chitti Baoli, Losar Baoli, Begam-ki Sarai           that he was again present at the Peshawar
and the erection of boundary pillars and            office in the month of June 1938.
notice boards at Baoti Pind.
                                                    The study of these documents proves that
Commentary: Our documents no.5 & 6 are              the Peshawar office was addressed in the
important since they show that after the            official corresponding till the year 1938
handing over of the Archaeological office,          while its later history could not be recorded
Peshawar, to the local administration, some         since the publication of the Annual Reports
of its portions were still in the use of the        of A.S.I. was abandoned due to the Second
A.S.I. Frontier circle and one Sub-overseer         World War of 1939-43 (Srivastava 1999,
and one peon was on duty there. It was              Gosh 1953: 43), though M. Waliullah Khan
probably during that period that an                 remained on the same post till 194512 but
inventory list of the stored antiquities at the     probably performing his duty at the Lahore
Peshawar office godown was prepared by              office.
Mr. Waliullah Khan by marking the capital
Roman letters “WU”, an abbreviation of his          After the partition of India and Pakistan in
name, on hundreds of archaeological                 1947, the office of the archaeological
artifacts10. As for as Documents no.7 & 8           Superintendent at Lahore became a circle

10
  The antiquities marked with WU were later on
inherited by the Sub-Regional Office of the
                                                    11
Department of Archaeology and Museums, Govt.           Baoti Pind was a Buddhist site in the District of
of Pakistan at Peshawar along with the sculptures   Attock, is mentioned in letter no. 134/478 , dated
collected by the Japanese Archaeological Mission    16th May 1938, dispatched from H.L Srivastava to
to Pakistan during the excavation of Thareli,       M. Waliullah Khan
                                                    12
Mekhasanda and Chanaka Dherai                          See his service file
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office13 of the Department of Archaeology               Archaeology in Pakistan to the Education
and Museum, Government of Pakistan                      Division, Islamabad
(Khan F.A. 1964: 1). But whether the
antiquities store of the former Peshawar                The document is written with reference to
office remained functional or not, is not               the Chief Secretary N.W.F.P. letter no.
known, though its collection was studied by             Ps/CP. NWFP-71/42314, dated 14th April,
Mr. H. Ingolt in 1957 (see Khan. Z. 2015:               1971, (probably first dispatched to the
22). Similarly, it had also received the                Education Department, Islamabad), in
Buddhist sculptures discovered during the               which it was stated that the Superintendent
excavations carried out by the Japanese                 of archaeology office at Lahore, cannot pay
Archaeological Mission to Pakistan between              due attention to the preservation work in the
1959 and 1967 at the Buddhist sites of                  N.W.F. Province, therefore a Sub-Regional
Thareli and Mekhasanda etc. (Khan. Z.                   Office of Archaeology should be opened at
20015: 22).                                             Peshawar.

The establishment of the Sub-Regional                   In compliance to that letter, the Director of
Office, Peshawar                                        Archaeology in Pakistan has assured the
                                                        Education Division Islamabad, for his full
The establishment of the Sub-Regional                   cooperation in the establishment of a Sub-
Office (abbreviated as S.R.O), of the                   Regional Office of Archaeology at Peshawar
Department of Archaeology and Museums,                  on the ground that the N.W.F. Province is
Govt. Pakistan took place after the                     full of archaeological wealth and that the
separation of East Pakistan in 1971, at the             creation of a Sub-Regional Office can
request of the then Chief Secretary                     eliminate the dealing of antiquities in the
N.W.F.P. In the initial stage, the antiquities          Province. It has also been pointed out that
store of the former Peshawar office was                 the Department of Archaeology has already
utilized for its accommodation in 1972.                 got a small building at Peshawar15 which in
Although the reasons and events of its                  the initial stage can be utilized for the
establishment do not appears in the                     proposed     Sub-Regional      Office.   The
departmental publications, yet the following            Education Division is requested that a sum
documents throw sufficient light on its 40              of Rs. 1, 16, 228/-to be provided in the
years tenure till it was merged into the                budget estimate of the Deptt. of Archaeology
Directorate of Archaeology & Museums,                   for the year 1972-73 in order to meet the
Govt of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 2011.                     expenditure of the supposed Sub-Regional
                                                        Office, Peshawar.
Document no.12

Letter no. Nil, dated Karachi, 18th August
1971,(consisting of five pages) from
Nazimuddin      Ahmad,      Director    of
                                                        14
                                                           The number of letter is not recorded in this
13
  It was first the western circle office but later on   document but mentioned in our document no.13
                                                        15
became      the Northern Circle office of the              The small building at Peshawar was actually the
archaeological Department of Pakistan due to the        antiquities store of the former office of the
separation of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) in         Superintendent A.S.I. Frontier Circle (see
1971                                                    documents no. 14 &15)
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Document no. 13                                   may also continue to occupy the Godown16
                                                  of the building.
Copy of letter no. 28.5.71-Arch, dated
Karachi,14th June1972, from S.A. Naqvi,           Document no. 15
T.I, Director of Archaeology in Pakistan, to
Mr. Ejaz Ahmad Naik, T.PK. C.S.P., Chief          Letter no. 70/1/72-SRP, dated Peshawar
Secretary to the Govt. of N.W.F.P.                Cantt, 14th September 1972, from Mr. Ali
Peshawar                                          Muhammad          Lundkhwar,    Assistant
                                                  Superintendent of Archaeology, Sub-
The letter reminds to the Chief Secretary the     Regional Office Peshawar, to the
event of the temporary transfer of the former     Superintendent of Archaeology, West
office of the Superintendent archaeology at       Pakistan Circle, Lahore
Peshawar in pre-independence [of Pakistan
and India] days on the conditions as              It informs that the Sub-Regional Office,
mentioned in our document no. 1, 2 &3. A          Peshawar, has started its function on 7th
request is therefore made that the old            September 1972 in the rest house and
building should be evacuated and handed           godown of the Department17 and efforts are
over to the Superintendent of Archaeology,        being made to rent a suitable office
West Pakistan Circle for the S.R.O.               accommodation.
accommodation till 30th June, 1972. The
enclosures of the letters are the copies of our   Document no. 16
documents from no.1 to 4.
                                                  Letter no. 70/1/72-SRP-85, dated Peshawar,
Document no. 14                                   13th October 1972, from Mr. Ali
                                                  Muhammad          Lundkhwar,      Assistant
Copy of letter no. Estt. (SOE-1) 7-62, dated      Superintendent of Archaeology, Sub-
Peshawar, 3rd August 1972, from Mr.               Regional Office Peshawar, to the Secretary
Abdulla, CSP, Deputy Secretary-ii, for            to Government of N.W.F.P. Education
Secretary    to    Government      N.W.F.P.       Deptt.
Education Deptt., to S.A. Naqvi, T.I,
Director of Archaeology in Pakistan,              With reference to our document no. 14, the
Karachi, on the subject of temporary              letter is written for seeking the help of the
transfer of the office of Supdt.                  Provincial Public Works Department in
Archaeological Survey at Peshawar to the          finding suitable building for the Sub-
N.W.F.P. Administration.                          Regional Office accommodation.

With reference to our document no.13, this        Document no. 17
letter informs the Director Archaeology that
the evacuation of the old building of             Letter no. 70/1/73-SRP.dated Peshawar, the
Archaeology Department is not possible for        2nd January 1973, from the Officer Incharge,
the N.W.F.P. Government because it is now         Sub-Regional Office Peshawar, to the
occupied by the Directorate of Education,
therefore, the Archaeology Department
should acquire a private building on rent         16
                                                     Referring to the antiquities store of the former
which will be paid by the Provincial              Peshawar office
Government. The Archaeology Department            17
                                                     Former Department of A.S.I
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Secretary, Government of N.W.F.P.                Archaeology and that the rent of Rs. 1200
Education Department, Peshawar                   per month for the building owned by Mst.
                                                 Musharaf Anwar, located on the Cinema
With reference to his letter no. Estt. 7-62/71   road in front of the Lady Griffith Govt.
(E), dated 14th November 1972, a private         Secondary Girls School, Peshawar is
building owned by Mst. Musharraf Anwar is        reasonable for the year 1972-73.
suggested to be hire for the Sub-Regional
Office of the Department of Archaeology          Document no. 20
accommodation at a rent of Rs.1200 per
month. Accommodation space and number            This document is a copy of agreement
of room at the said building is defined.         between      the   Sub-Regional      Office,
                                                 Department of Archaeology, Peshawar and
Document no. 18                                  Mst. Musharaf Anwar, owner of the
                                                 building at Peshawar for hiring her building
Letter no. Estt. (SOE)-7-62/71 (E), dated        for the S.R.O. accommodation.
Peshawar 5th      January 1973, from
Muhammad Mohsin, Section Officer (E.I),          The above documents nos. 12 to 20, testify
Education Department, to the Executive           that the S.R.O. Peshawar was established by
Engineer, Public Works Department                the Department of Archaeology and
(Building Division), N.W.F.P. Peshawar,          Museums, Govt. of Pakistan on 7th
for the office accommodation for the Sub-        September 1972, after accepting the request
Regional     Office,    Department     of        of the then Chief Secretary of the N.W.F.
Archaeology.                                     Province. In the initial stage, the rest house
                                                 and antiquities godown of the former A.S.I.
The executive engineer is requested in this      Frontier Circle office at Peshawar was
letter to hire the building owned by Mst.        occupied for the accommodation of the
Musharraf Anwar for the Sub-Regional             S.R.O. Peshawar. It was expected that the
Office,     Department      of   Archaeology,    Government of N.W.F.P. would hand over
Peshawar at a rent of Rs.1200 per month. It      back the old building which was
is also requested to issue the rent assessment   temporarily occupied in 1931, but as it was
certificate and do the job on priority basis.    occupied by Directorate of Education;
                                                 therefore its evacuation was not possible.
Document no. 19
                                                 On the other hand, limited space available in
Copy of letter no. 5436/42-M, dated              the antiquities godown of the former office
Peshawar 13-1-1973, from the Executive           was not sufficient for the newly established
Engineer, (Building Division) Peshawar, to       S.R.O. Peshawar. Therefore, it was decided
the Director of Education, Peshawar              that a private building is to be acquired on
                                                 reasonable price to be paid by the Provincial
With reference to our document no.18, this       Government. This decision was accepted,
letter shows         a non-accommodation         and in 1973, the S.R.O. Peshawar was
certificate issued by the Executive Engineer,    transferred from the former premises to a
Building Division, Peshawar, stating that        private building, located on Cinema road in
there is no Government building with             front of the Lady Griffith Govt. Secondary
education Department to accommodate the          Girls School, Peshawar.
Sub-Regional Office of the Department of
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From that time till 2011, the S.R.O.               enquiry committee formed for this purpose,
Peshawar witnessed its continuous transfers        could not take any action against anyone.
from place to place within the Peshawar
district, due to the un-availability of a          The only existing record of the S.R.O.
permanent accommodation. However, in               antiquities is a computerized inventory
2011, the devolution of power from the             which was made for handing and taking
Federal Government to the Provinces in the         over the physical charge of the artifacts but
light of the eighteenth constitutional             it does not show the relevant information of
amendment brought the S.R.O. Peshawar              the antiquities such as the source of
under the direct administrative control of         acquisition, the date and name of the
the Directorate of Archaeology &                   government authority through which the
Museums, Government of KP, therefore, all          confiscated materials have come to the
the stored antiquities, official records and       S.R.O. and even the meaning of numerous
other items were shifted there.                    capital Roman letters marked on a single
                                                   object etc. Of the 2768 antiquities can be
Antiquities of the S.R.O. Peshawar-                included two collections of more than
Issues and problems                                fourteen thousand coins of different ancient
                                                   ruling dynasties. These coins are weighted20
After its establishment in 1972, the S.R.O.        instead of counting and accessioned under
Peshawar inherited the stored antiquities of       two separate numbers such as SRO-2763
the former Peshawar office18 along with            and SRO-2764. The coins labelled with
those found during the excavations of the          SRO-2764 are 213 in number and probably
Japanese Archaeological Mission to                 belongs to a hoard of the Kushan king
Pakistan. However, transfer of this office         Vasiska (see Cribb et al. 2012: 17), while
from place to place deprived its 2768              the remaining are a mixture of Indo, Greek,
precious antiquities from the original             Scytho-Parthian, Kushan, Hindu Shahis,
accession records. Moreover, the number            Ghaznavids, Sultanate and Mughal period
marked on the antiquities is sometime              etc.
effaced and it is very much difficult to
associate them to a particular site and            But despite these drawbacks, some of the
provenance. The issue of the misplacement          S.R.O. antiquities, particularly Buddhist
of the record was raised one year before the       sculptures, and inscriptions engraved in
transfer of the S.R.O. assets to the Khyber        different ancient scripts, are the most
Pakhtunkhwa Directorate of Archaeology &           important and worthy of academic study of
Museum and even the print media published          which some are recently published (see
the news of its disappearance19, yet the           Khan.Z. 2015), while the remaining are
                                                   under scholarly investigation21and we hope
                                                   that their proper classification and the
18
   These antiquities can be differentiated from    research carried on them will solve different
those    acquired    through    excavation   and   issues related to the Buddhist art of
confiscation on the ground that these are marked
                                                   20
with capital letters W.U. an abbreviation of the     Weighting 71kg
                                                   21
name of Waliullah Khan, who is believed to have        The present author is doing his Ph.D. on
accessioned them during his stay at the Peshawar   different aspects of the S.R.O. Buddhist collection
office between 1931 and 1938.                      under the supervision of Professor M. Nasim Khan
19
    See daily Mashriq (Urdu version) dated         of the Department of Archaeology, University of
Peshawar, 12th & 13th October 2010.                Peshawar.
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Gandhara. Moreover some of the interesting   research. Many officers from the
art pieces from this collection can be       establishment section of the Directorate also
displayed in a number of museums of the      helped in finding the relevant record
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province.                 required for the present study to whom I am
                                             very much grateful.
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