You have reached the cached page for https://www.academia.edu/44672854/EARLY_HISTORIC_ARCHAEOLOGY_IN_KASHMIR_AN_APPRAISAL_OF_THE_KUSHAN_PERIOD
Below is a snapshot of the Web page as it appeared on 3/6/2024 (the last time our crawler visited it). This is the version of the page that was used for ranking your search results. The page may have changed since we last cached it. To see what might have changed (without the highlights), go to the current page.
Bing is not responsible for the content of this page.












    




    Academia.edu no longer supports Internet Explorer.
To browse Academia.edu and the wider internet faster and more securely, please take a few seconds to upgrade your browser.



    ×CloseLog In

Log in with Facebook
Log in with Google




or



Email
Password
Remember me on this computer



or reset password
Enter the email address you signed up with and we'll email you a reset link.








Need an account? Click here to sign up








    

    

    




Log InSign Up



	Log In
	Sign Up
	more
		Job Board
	About
	Press
	Blog
	People
	Papers
	Terms
	Privacy
	Copyright
	We're Hiring!
	Help Center
	less





    

    Download Free PDF


Download Free PDF





EARLY HISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY IN KASHMIR: AN APPRAISAL OF THE KUSHAN PERIOD


EARLY HISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY IN KASHMIR: AN APPRAISAL OF THE KUSHAN PERIOD

Ajmal shah

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.




See Full PDFDownload PDF


See Full PDFDownload PDF




Related Papers


International Journal of Social Sciences
Archaeology and Research in the History of Kashmir- Perspectives and Concerns
2021 • 
ADIL PARAY

Research in history is digging into the past through multidisciplinary approach, with the requisites of professionalism, critical aptitude, technical erudition, analytical mind and incisive faculty to reconstruct the past and to elaborate, analyze, synthesize, philosophize the ideas and critically examine the data in the light of objectivity. Historical research is primarily based on literary and archaeological sources. Literary sources are more or less infected of personal bias and prejudice by the author or interpreter. So, here archaeology comes to rescue for reconstructing comparatively an unbiased history. Archaeology is an auxiliary science or ancillary discipline with its numerous approaches, which assist in historical research. It is a sub-discipline of anthropology which is concerned with the study of human evolution and his environment and the material culture associated with him in pre-historic, proto-historic and historic periods through practical undertakings, methods a...


Download Free PDFView PDF


A Chalcolithic Site in Northern Balochistan
Zakir Khan



Download Free PDFView PDF


American Antiquity
Review of: South Asian Archaeology Studies by Gregory Possehl
Kathleen Morrison



Download Free PDFView PDF


Asian Perspectives
Indian Archaeology in Retrospect, Volume III: Archaeology and Interactive Disciplines (review)
2003 • 
Seetha N Reddy



Download Free PDFView PDF


To 'tear the mask off the face of the past': Archaeology and politics in Jammu and Kashmir
Mridu  Rai

This article examines the historical and political course followed by a colonial discipline, namely the British-initiated archaeological project, as it was extended to the princely state of Jammu and Kashmir in the early twentieth century. It examines how and in what circumstances colonial archaeology was adopted both by the Dogra-Hindu rulers and their preponderantly Muslim subjects in this indirectly governed part of the British Indian Empire. This article argues that the adoption of this project emanated not so much from interest in the discipline of archaeology qua discipline, but in its ancillary political effects. It demonstrates that whereas the Hindu princely rulers modified colonial archaeology in ways that could enable them to use it buttress their sovereignty, their Kashmiri Muslim subjects appropriated it to strip the legitimacy off that very sovereignty. In the process, this article also highlights the capacity of various indigenous actors to recast aspects of colonial projects to serve their own several purposes.


Download Free PDFView PDF


Journal of Sikh and Punjab Studies 
Review of Daniel Michon, Archaeology and Religion in Early Northwest India (Routledge, 2015)
2017 • 
Jason Neelis



Download Free PDFView PDF


Archaeology in Oceania
Theory and the Development of Historical Archaeology in
1986 • 
Tim Murray



Download Free PDFView PDF


"Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology", edited by C. Smith, pp. 3751-3760. 
India: Historical Archaeology
2014 • 
Barry Lewis



Download Free PDFView PDF


Archaeology and History of Ancient India
2019 • 
Julie Hanlon

COURSE DESCRIPTION In this course we will investigate the rich history of ancient India, from the Indus Civilization in 3 rd millennium BCE to the Gupta Dynasty in 4 th-6 th century CE. We will reflect critically on the evidence that scholars use to study the ancient past (e.g. ancient texts, inscriptions, coins, and the archaeological record) and the ways in which they interpret this evidence. We will also analyze and compare the different methods and frameworks used by scholars across multiple disciplines (e.g. archaeology, art history, philology). You will have the opportunity to engage with different primary source materials in class and will demonstrate your understanding of different historical methods and frameworks in the writing of a final research paper. We will also discuss the stakes of ancient Indian history as it relates to the present, including current academic debates and the role of history in the construction of modern political and cultural identities. COURSE OBJECTIVES This course aims to provide students with a detailed overview of the ancient history of India, and the ways in which this history is (re)constructed through different perspectives and the analysis of different sources. By the end of this course students will be able to: 1. Identify and describe the chronological periods and cultures of ancient Indian history. 2. Describe different conceptual and analytical frameworks for analyzing ancient history.


Download Free PDFView PDF


Engaging Archaeology: 25 Case Studies in Research Practice, First Edition. Edited by Stephen W. Silliman
Archaeological Projects in India: Decolonizing archaeological research, assessing success, and valuing failure.
2018 • 
Uzma Z. Rizvi, Stephen Silliman



Download Free PDFView PDF





See Full PDFDownload PDF



EARLY HISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY IN KASHMIR: AN APPRAISAL OF THE KUSHAN
PERIOD
Author(s): MOHAMAD AJMAL SHAH
Source: Bulletin of the Deccan College Post-Graduate and Research Institute , 2012-2013,
Vol. 72/73 (2012-2013), pp. 213-224
Published by: Vice Chancellor, Deccan College Post-Graduate and Research Institute
(Deemed University), Pune

Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/43610698

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide
range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and
facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at
https://about.jstor.org/terms




            is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to Bulletin of the Deccan
            College Post-Graduate and Research Institute




                                                    This content downloaded from
                                  14.139.240.145 on Thu, 10 Dec 2020 06:49:42 UTC
                                            All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms
       EARLY HISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY IN KASHMIR:
                AN APPRAISAL OF THE KUSHAN PERIOD

                                 MOHAMAD AJMAL SHAH*


                                             ABSTRACT


    This paper intends to study the cultural material from Kushan period in
    valley through archaeological findings from last 100 years. These archae
    discoveries have provided a substantial amount of evidence which he
    understand the socio-cultural setting in which Kushan empire flour
    Kashmir valley. It was the first phase of Kashmir history which has wit
    the urban development by the efforts of Kushan kings who founded man
    as proved by literary and archaeological evidence. The number of set
    increased dramatically around the peripheries of the Jehlum basin
   further development to trade and commerce as well as art and architect
   stratigraphical record from different excavated sites has proved tha
   period was of longer duration as compared to other periods in Kashmir h
    The newly discovered sites in South Kashmir have given ample evidence o
   period as a flourishing centre of art activities. Kushan levels in Kashm
    be stretched from Is' century AD to 450 AD, while as in other parts of G
    Mathura and in Ganges region it comes to an end around the third centu
    In this paper all the possible evidence from fresh excavations and explor
    have been utilised in order to present an emerging picture of what constit
   early historic period of Kushan 's in Kashmir valley. This paper even cha
   the age old perceptions and theories that there is the lack of art historical
   pertaining to Kushan period in Kashmir. Hence, an attempt to re-situate
   historic period of Kushan 's in Kashmir history has been made on th
   archaeological evidence gathered from Kashmir as well as its neighbouring


    Key words: Kashmir, Kushan, Architecture, Tiles, Sculptures, Coins, Sett
   pattern.

Introduction:
                                                           creeks which joined it with other regions
The geology and geography of Kashmir in all directions from pre-historic times.
region has immensely contributed in the Typological similarities between Northern
movement of men, material and ideology. Neolithic sites in Kashmir and Swat and
Even though Kashmir is separated from sites in the Tibetan plateau and northern
the neighbouring region by the high China show that "Mountain chains have
mountains, but there were passes and often integrated rather than isolated

* Research Scholar, Deccan College, Post-Graduate and Research Institute, Pune- 411006.
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                                68, no.53, 89, Harmatta 1999: 434-435)
people" (Neelis 2007: 55). The secluded
                                   and Ladakh,
nature of the valley was not a barrier     in    Khaltse inscription (Konow
                                   1929:
transmitting ideological traits to the    79-81, Shrava 1993: 172, Cribb
                                        other
countries especially Central Asian 2005:
                                     region.
                                         213-14) testifies the fact that these
                                   areas were conquered by the Kushans
Being the Northern gate of the country,
Kashmir was invaded by the foreign early  in their reign. Apart from these
                                       tribes
such as Sakas, Indo-Greeks, Parthians,
                              inscriptions the only monument which
Kushans and Huns who made it base to    could be linked traditionally with Kanishka
                                        in Ladakh is "Kanika Chorten", near Sani
enter further to the Indian plains. Among
such tribes Kushans entered Kashmir                      monastery in Zanaskar, as the name refers
valley from the Northern gate (Gilgit)
                                    to Kanishka, the Kushan king (Snellgrove
and reached Taxila through Baramullaand T. Skorupski 1980: 9, Crook and J.
route, where from further downstreamLow 1997: 150, Bruneau 2011: 186).
movement made them able to control  Mukheijee (1988: 574) points out that "A
Ganges region quite for a long time. This
                                       few dated graffiti on rock at Alam Bridge
                                          (Gilgit) refer to different years probably
spread of Kushan realm is yet to be sufficed
by the concrete archaeological evidence,  of the Kanishka Era. Those datable to
but must be seen as the most probable
                                  Kanishka-I, may indicate authority of
outcome of the investigations carried out
                                       the king concerned over that area in the
in India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. Theupper region of modern Kashmir". Three
archaeological and epigraphic evidence important routes from Kashmir valley
found from the neighbouring region were of traversed during Kushan period for
Kashmir valley such as, Gilgit, Hunza  political, cultural as well as economic
(Dani 1985: 27), Chilas (Dani 1983: 66-considerations (Fig.l). The valuable




                                                                   Fig. 1
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observation made by Jettmar
                         kings
                            (1989:
                               Hushka,
                                     xix)
                                       Jushka and Kanishka, who
                           ruled
is, "Since the first century  AD,Kashmir and have built towns with
                                     a route
used by merchants, Buddhist    missionaries
                            their own names as Hushkapur, Jushkapur
and pilgrims, artists and political
                            and Kanishkapur
                                      envoys  (Stein 1961, 1: 30).
of the Kusans, existed between       Kashmir
                                All this evidence suggests that Kushan
and the Tarim Basin...". This route links
                                                           rule could be traced from the period of
Kashmir valley with Astor, Gilgit, Chitral, Kujala Kadaphises onwards in upper
Yasin, Badakshan, Tibet and further to reaches (Northern region) of Kashmir
Central Asia and China, via Bandipora-valley.
Gurez road (Bagchi 1 944: 68-74, Hassnain
1978: 1-9). The excellent discovery of
                                                           Structural evidence:
Kujala Kadphises coins from Turukpora
in Bandipora district (IAR 1984-85: 144)The huge material retrieved from
further attest to the fact that North Kashmir explorations, excavations and accidental
came under the Kushan rule during thediscoveries have proved that Kashmir
reign of Kujala Kadphises as suggested by was a part of Kushan civilization from the
the Chinese historical literature (Kennedytime of Kujala Kadphises till Vashiska.
1912: 675, Majumdar 1917: 261, HelfenThere have been no serious archaeological
1945: 72, Puri 1965: 12-13, Zürcher 1968: investigations in Kashmir so far, but a
367, Mukheijee 1988: 24). Another routenumber of Kushan sites have come to
in Baramulla district through Jehlum light albeit by chance. Sixty eight (68)
valley connected Kashmir with Gandhara Kushan sites have been reported from
and Mathura regions. Kalhana in his Kashmir valley so far (Fig.2). Among all
Rajatarangini mentions three Kushan these only four sites have been to some




                                                                                      Fig.2
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                            measures
extent excavated systematically,     2 1 .40
                                  viz:                                           x 1 7.90m. The thickness of
                             the walls in front is 5.70m, whereas at back
Harwan, Semthan, Ushkur and Kanispore.
                             it is 4.30m.
The work at other potential sites  such This large apsidal structure
as, Hutmur, Hoinar-Lidroo, Doin in
                                 Pather,
                                   appearance is rectangular on plan and
Kutbal, Gurwet, Wangdoora and    semi-circular
                                     Ahan at the back. It consists of a
have not progressed beyond trial spacious
                                 trenches. rectangular antechamber with
                                a circular
The highest concentration of Kushan        sanctum behind. Around this
                                       sites
is in Baramulla district numbering     stupa  a pavement of moulded terracotta
                                            more
than fourty six. These sites are       tiles having various shapes and forming
                                          located
around the Jehlum basin on the ancient different patterns was encountered during
route which connected Kashmir valley                       excavations. In the middle terrace rubble
with Hazara (Urasa), Taxila (Jandial) and                   built walls and diaper pebble structures
other important sites of the Kushan period                  were exposed. In the lower terrace four
in Pakistan (Dar 1984: 45, n.23) through                    structures were excavated. Among these
Baramulla Jehlum valley road. The two                       two are in diaper rubble style, which
famous cities of Hushkapur (Ushkur)                         includes the triple base of a medium sized
and Kanishkapur (Kanispur) founded by                       stupa and a set of rooms which might
Kushan kings, Huvishka and Kanishka has                     have served as chapels or for residential
also been located in Baramulla district.                    purpose. The other two structures were
   The excavated sites of Harwan,                           also exhumed and are in quite different
Ushkur, Semthan and Kanispur have                           style. This style of construction was given

yielded an abundance of comparable          the name 'Pebble style' because of the
material from the Kushan levels. Harwan     extensive use of pebbles of which only
has yielded important evidence of traces of the walls have been left (Kak
constructional techniques, artistic remains
                                            1933: 111-115). In the lower terrace the
and other cultural material, which are                      most important structure is a stone built
undoubtedly of Buddhist attribution.                        square stupa having three steps on the west

These construction techniques were                          with a rectangular enclosure wall built in
also confirmed at Ushkur, Semthan                           rubble masonry in the midst of probably a

and Kanispur during excavations.                            courtyard, quadrilateral in plan.
The terracotta tiles and sculptures                              The 4m cultural deposit at Semthan
from all these sites have revealed the                      (Period-IV) has revealed the same
developmental phases of Kushan culture masonry style of diaper pebble and rubble
in Kashmir valley. On the basis of stylistic walls as reported from Harwan. Apart
pattern of terracotta tiles, Kanispur has from these constructional techniques the
revealed an earliest phase, while as, the only evidence of mud brick wall, as seen
other excavated sites like Harwan, Ushkur in Gangetic region, was also reported from
and Semthan can be attributed to the later Semthan. This period was characterized
period of Kushan occupation in Kashmir. by a distinct Red ware and Coarse Grey
The upper terrace at Harwan revealed the ware, which includes bowls with incurved
remains of an apsidal stupa built in diaper rim, vases with long vertical neck, ink-
pebble masonry. On plan the apsidal stupa pot type lids, jars, etc. Stamped pottery
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was also found (Gaur 1987: 331).
                           which isThe
                                   an apsidal temple. Debris full of
excavations at Ushkur has revealed that                   brick-bats, roof tiles, long iron nails, etc,
the structure built during the time of suggesting that the superstructure was
Lalitaditya (700-736 AD) was erected built of wood and roof tiles were provided
on the older structure already presented on the top, fixed with the help of long iron
at the site, could have been belonged to nails in the beams, rafters and planks.
the Kushan times. This surmise has been  Few pieces of decorated stucco art were
supported by the observations of H. K.   also found with floral designs. At KNP-3,
Narain, when the silt around the stupa habitation deposit of 2.50m of the Kushan
was removed which revealed the part of period was seen, overlying the natural
the plinth of the earlier stupa (I AR 1977-                soil. According to Mani (2000: 12, pl. 12),
78: 79). Apart from this the terracotta                    "the mound represents the main township
sculptures and tiles recovered from the                    of Kanishkapura, founded by Kanishka as
area can be dated to the 4th - 5th century                 evident from the archaeological evidence
AD, shows that the site was occupied                       of the first settlement of the site during
before the Lalitaditya 's period.                          the period. Layers 10 to 5 belong to this
    The excavations at Kanispur in                         period". A wall was noticed running from
Baramulla district has revealed an                         south-east to north-west of 35cm high
extensive Kushan settlement and has                        and 45cm wide could not be excavated
                                                           due to the limited excavation of the site.
confirmed the literary evidence that the
                                      Like other excavated sites of the Kushan
city was built by Kushan king Kanishka as
                                      period in Kashmir valley, the masonry
mentioned by Kalhana. Period III at KNP-
1, KNP-2 and KNP-3, has revealed the    style at Kanispur has also provided the
                                        proof
large scale building activities of various    of pebble, diaper pebble and rubble
                                                           structures.
types and is assigned to the Kushan
period, spanning from 1st c. A.D - 4th Material
                                       c.       culture:
A.D. At KNP-1 (Rajteng) a large structure
                                       The excavations at many sites have
was exposed on flat top of the karewa     furnished a great deal of information
mound during excavations. Three courses   regarding the socio-economic condition
of vertically placed plain brick tiles in of
                                          a Kushan period in Kashmir valley.
series of 1 2 tiles in each course with flatly
                                             The other activities in which the Kushan
placed tiles below were found, attaching
                                       Empire excelled in Kashmir valley is
with section facing east of Qd. 4 of Sq.
                                      the terracotta sculptural art as well as
Al, which might have been put against terracotta tile making industry. The
the inner side of some outer wall of a
                                                           sculptures recovered from these excavated
supposedly circumambulatory pathway     sites bear a strong resemblance with the
around the structure in the form of its
                                        sculptures of neighbouring regions as
enclosure wall (Mani 2000: 12, Mani     well as from Central Asia. The complete
2008: 219). Due to the only one season  life size and more than life size terracotta
excavation, it seems that the structure sculptures have not been reported from
partly exposed resembles with the structure                anywhere in Kashmir. From Ushkur large
excavated at the upper terrace at Harwan,                  number of terracotta heads and fragments
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of sculptures have been recovered Apart
                                  duringfrom the sculptural art, Kushan
excavations (Fabri 1955). The similar                     period in Kashmir history is famous
material has come from Semthan as well                    for decorated terracotta tiles. These
as from Harwan. From Semthan small                        tiles were laid out in concentric circles
terracotta figurines have been reported, as pavements around the structures of
while as from Harwan sculptural fragments religious importance mostly stupas. The
                                         evidence gathered from Kashmir valley
in the form of limbs, arms, hands and toes
                                   shows that more than eleven sites have
have been recovered in large numbers.
The terracotta jewellery used to decoraterevealed the terracotta tile pavements
sculptures has also been recovered duringduring excavations as well as explorations
excavations (Kak 1933). The one-season(Fig.3). Harwan was the first site where
excavation at Kanispur has only revealed terracotta tile pavement was excavated
few fragments of sculptures in terracottaat upper as well as at lower terrace. Kak
as well as in stucco. Within the State of (1933) observed that the tile pavement at
Jammu and Kashmir, another site of lower terrace around the three tier stupa
Ambaran at Akhnur in Jammu region has was laid out in a haphazard manner and
revealed the same terracotta sculpturalwere mostly broken suggesting that these
evidence (Mani 2001a, 2001b, 2004).                       tiles were taken from upper terrace. Where




Fig.3
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as around the apsidal stupa courtyard
                              gold coins introduce
                                           was     us to a series of new
fully decorated with terracottaconcepts, attributing divinity to royalty,
                                 tiles. From
Kanispur in Baramulla same type   of tile
                           iconographie forms drawn from Greek,
                           Mesopotamian, Zorastrian and Indian
pavement was excavated in concentric
circles around a partially mythology.
                           excavated  Siva, Buddha, and Kartikeya
structure. Same type of evidence
                           being the has
                                      major Indian deities portrayed
come from a newly excavated       site
                           on them.       of a coin hoard of Kujala
                                     In 1984,
Kutbal in Anantnag district     as well
                           Kadphises  was discovered at Turukpora
as from Hoinar. Many other in sites   like
                              Bandipora  district (I AR 1984-85: 144).
                           Another coin
Ushkur, Semthan, Ahan, Hutmur,          hoard was also discovered at
                                      Doen
Pathri, Takiyabal and Krai chak  have
                              Maidan     also
                                     chogul in Kupwara district, which
                              yielded
reported terracotta tiles. These       three
                                   tiles  are copper coins of Kujala
wedge shaped, rectangular as  Kadphises
                                well as (Ahmad
                                          in    2005: 170). The
                              Department
square form. Another site is at Kanispur  of Archives, Archaeology
in Baramulla district, where two   distinct
                              and Museums in 1995 made a significant
phases have been noticed. At      KNP-1
                              purchase  of hundred (100) copper coins
                              of Kujala
plain tiles with Kharosthi numerals     Kadphises.
                                      and   at     Very less Kushan
KNP-2 Brahmi letters on Terracotta tiles                    coins, i.e. one each, have been reported
were found. The simplicity in Terracotta                   from the well known Kushan sites such as
tile form and mouldings suggest that                        Kanispur, Hutmur and Gurweit. Among
these tiles are earlier in date than Harwan.                Kujala's six known coin types, only
Tiles from Hutmur and Harwan have        one type bearing the Bull and Bactrian
                                         camel impressions, have been traced in
revealed developmental stage of this art in
                                         Kashmir. The double humped Bactrian
Kashmir valley with fully decorated tiles.
The motifs on the tiles so far discovered                  camel was famous in the countries of the
are the scenes from a real representation                   East as a strong pack animal suitable for
of humans, animals, flora and abstract                      caravans transporting merchandise over
designs. Discovery of Terracotta tiles                     the difficult trade routes that crossed the
from many sites have proved of Kashmir                      arid desert. Kanishka, no doubt, carried
having distinction in the Terracotta                        forward some coinage traditions of his
tile industry as a flourishing art during                   predecessors; he simultaneously made
Kushan period.                                              several additions and innovations in it.
                                                           The innovations were drastic and radical
    Besides sculptures and tiles, Kushan
coins have been recovered in large numbers                  enough to evolve a separate group of the
from Kashmir valley. These coins range                      coinage of the Kushan dynasty. Kanishka
                                                           continued to emulate Vima's coin motif
from Kujala Kadphises to Vasudeva.
Though very few gold coins have been                        i.e. king sacrificing at an altar; he however
recovered, while as the number of copper                    discarded the features of bi-lingualism
coins are more than 570, among which 467                    and bi-scriptualism. The details on the
belong to Kaniskha. It is with the Kushan                   copper coinage of Kanishka found in
                                                           Kashmir have faded and it is too difficult
period that a variety of interesting features
emerge in Kashmir coinage. The Kushan                       to ascertain from these any conclusion
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                                 rims,same
with certainty. All these coins have    nail headed small to medium size
obverse showing king sacrificingbasins,
                                   at alter
                                        bowls with slightly out turned rims
with slight changes, while the reverse
                                 and globular
                                          is body, miniature pots, lid, a
different. Mostly Indian having     namessherd, dishes or pans ( thali )
                                 perforated
with Central Asian influence deities like                  as also found from Semthan with incised
MAO, MIRO, NANA, OESHO, O ADO,                             decorations of flying birds around the rim
MANAOBAGO and ATS H O have been                            or stamped figures of three varieties of
shown on the reverse of the coins.                         series of standing human figurines around
    From the excavated sites of Harwan,                    the rim-two of the variants having conical
Kanispur and Semthan, pottery has                          hills below the human figurine. At Hoinar
been reported in large number and in a                     is found gritty red ware, thin red ware
great variety. With an average deposit                     shreds, which include shapes of medium
of about 4m, period-IV (Kushan period)                     size jars, dishes, bowls etc; some of the
at Semthan was characterized by a                          shreds are stamped in the typical Kushan
distinct coarse to medium grained clay,                    fashion with full blown lotus petal design
exclusively wheel turned showing dull-                     (Bandey 1992: 4). Same type pottery has
red slip (IAR 1978-79: 70), red ware and                   been reported from other sites of Kushan
coarse grey ware. The main pottery types                    period in Kashmir valley with slight
                                                           variations.
were bowls with incurved rim, vases
with long vertical neck, ink-pot type lids
(Gaur 1987: 331), lid-cum-dish internally                  Settlement pattern:
hollowed out-turned rims, jars without                     The Kushan civilization witnessed the
curved horizontally splayed out rims and                    emergence of many villages, towns
a deep profile, pots with spherical body                    and cities in Kashmir valley has been
etc (Shali 1993: 121-122), handis, flat                     confirmed by the literary evidence as
plates, pedestalled cups and edged bowls                    well as borne out by the archaeological
(IAR 1978-79: 70). The sprinklers are                       explorations and excavations. The
conspicuous by their absence. Stamped                       epigraphic and numismatic evidence in
pottery was also found in large number. At                 Kashmir and the adjoining areas has also
Kanispur red ware was the predominant                       proved that Kushan influence reached
ceramic industry in the Kushan period                      Kashmir via northern route of Gilgit and
and the pottery was found with or without                  occupied the vast area around the Wullar
slip. Other shapes include spouts, vases of                Lake and River Jehlum. The ancient vast
small to medium size, cooking pots, parts                  lake under which Kashmir was submerged
of goblets- one with incurved rim, button                  for a long time was not fully desiccated till
knobbed lids, elongated button knobbed                     the arrival of the Kushan 's can be gleaned
lids, plain lids, handle of a pot, plates with             by the fact that they continued to occupy
central knob and circular grooving around                  the karewa land once inhabited by the
it, disc bases of bowls, shallow to deep                   Neolithic people. The spatial distribution
bowls with flat edged or tapering rims,                    of all these sites along the river Jehlum
straight sided bowls, nail headed bowls,                   and its tributaries has grown considerably
slightly out turned bowls with flat edged                  with time. From the Neolithic period
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till the Early Historic times the     human
                                  It was  during the Kushan period that
settlements along the riverthe Jehlum         is
                                   large settlements came up around the
an established fact. There areriveronly
                                     Jehlum43on Karewas in Baramulla
reported sites of Neolithicdistrict,
                             period     ininAnantnagthe settlements
                                     while
Kashmir valley, while as during
                           grew aroundthethe river Liddar (a tributary
Kushan period Baramulla andofBandipora
                               Jehlum) during the late phase of
districts alone has almost 50 sites. Kashmir
                                                             Kushan period. Jehlum would have been
in total has 68 Kushan sites. It is difficult
                                                             main route of commercial value during
to understand the spread of Kushan                           Kushan period. Kushan settlements
settlements within Kashmir valley. But                       big or small in Baramulla district were
one thing which is obvious as already                        not established only on the basin of
mentioned that Kushans entered Kashmir                      the river Jehlum but the factor which
from northern area of Gilgit via Gurez                       was more effective was the location
valley in Bandipora district. The coins                      of the Baramulla on the route which
of Kujala Kadphises found in Turukpora                      maintained close cultural and economic
in Bandipora further establish this fact.
                                                             ties with other parts of the Kushan
It was from here that Kushans moved
                                                             civilisation. This route immediately after
towards Baramulla district as it connected
                                                            the Kushan decline has been recorded in
them with the rich and prosperous regions                   the chronicles of the Chinese Buddhist
of Gandhara and Mathura. It was on this
                                                             pilgrims, who visited the valley from
route Hazara, Taxila and other Kushan
                                                            the same route. The rise of settlements
sites were located. Within the Kashmir
                                                            on the Karewas on the left bank of the
valley Kushan's spread from Baramulla
                                                             river Jehlum in Baramulla till Uri is
district to Central and Southern Kashmir
                                                             an interesting phenomenon in Kushan
can be understood through the study of
                                                             studies in Kashmir. The availability of
the material culture. The only site of
                                                            more than 50 sites from Baramulla to Uri
Harwan in Srinagar district has revealed
                                                            shows that this area was a very important
the developed stage of Kushan period.
                                                            zone of Kushan civilization. This area
Same can be said about the Kushan sites
in Southern Kashmir on Jehlum River                          therefore gives the best evidence of
or Lidder River in Pahalgam. All thesebig or small settlements, creating an
sites have provided evidence of more ideal situation of an urban complex.
                                        The commercial interaction was the
developed phase of terracotta tiles than
found in the Baramulla district, makesprerequisite for a developed civilization.
                                                             It seems that Jehlum basin was an
them of late date. One more thing could
be suggested that the recent carbon dating important 'economic pocket' which
of samples from Kanispur has given the mobilized the resources of the northern
date of aceramic Neolithic earlier than   region and transported them to the other
Burzahom and Gufkral, makes us believe                      areas such as Taxila in Pakistan. More

that the spread of culture within Kashmir                    intensive studies are highly needed to
valley has been always from North to                         understand the settlement pattern during
South.                                                       Kushan period in Kashmir valley.
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Concluding remarks:                                         to all religions of the time, made Kushan
The observation, examination and civilisation
                                  analysis    most outstanding and at par
                                with   the
of the data, literary and archaeological,  then Roman, Chinese and Iranian
                            civilisations. Keeping all these evidences
gathered from all sources, speaks
                               in mind it becomes highly probable that
volumes of the existence and expansion
                               Kashmir
of the Kushan rule in Kashmir valley.    during Kushan period was thus
The location of Kashmir valley withinvariegated religious and cultural
                               subject to
                               influences from all directions which
the Kushan Empire contributed in the
                               connected it with India, Ladakh, Tibet,
transmission of Central Asian ideology,
                                 Sinkiang
technology as well as the benefits from (China), Iran and further west up
                                 to Rome and Constantinople through Silk
the trade. This unprecedented movement
                                                           Route.
of goods, cultural and ideological traits
resulted into an economic boom. The
cultural traits that percolated down from
                                       References:
central Asia still persists in Kashmir and
                                        Ahmad, Iqbal. 2005. Discoveries of Kashmir,
one can state that the central Asian cultural
                                                                 Srinagar: Gulshan Books.
legacy has remained intact in this part of
                                       Bagchi, P. C. 1944. India and China (A
the subcontinent. This factor especially,
                                           Thousand years of Sino-Indian Cultural
while as others, collectively generated
                                       Contact), Calcutta: China Press LTD.
a pace with which Kashmir kept well in
time a smooth and peaceful co-existenceBandey, A. A. 1992. Early Terracotta Art
with other parts of the Kushan Empire. of Kashmir, Srinagar: University of
                                           Kashmir.
What one can glean from the facts that
                                       Bruneau, L. 2011. Influence of the Indian
every sphere of life reached to a pinnacle
of glory and Kashmir was recognised asCultural Area in Ladakh in the 1st
a great centre of Kushan activity, where Millinium AD: The Rock inscription
by the 4lh-5th century AD, art, literature evidence, Puratattva, 4 1 : 1 79- 1 90.
                                   Cribb, J. 2005. The Greek Kingdom of
and philosophy in turn influenced the
cultures of Central Asian regions as well Bactria, its Coinage and its Collapse, in
as China and the Far East. This give andAfghanistan: ancient Carrefour entre I est
take of cultural elements as well as of the                      etī oust: Actes du colloque international
technological innovations was motivated                          organisé au Musee' archéologique Henri-

by the unification and the existence of                          Prades-Lattes (Eds. Bopearachchi, O and
                                                                 M. F. Boussac), pp. 207-225, Turnhout:
the Central Asian regions into a single
                                                                 Breplos.
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